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  TO: 

 
The Mission of First Presbyterian Church of Port Charlotte is:  

To be a beacon in the community by leading all people into a life changing, 

 ever growing relationship with Jesus Christ. 

 
Ministry Staff 

Rev. Terri Jo Crego, Pastor  pastor@fpcpc.com 

Betty Smith, Financial Secretary  bsmith@fpcpc.com 

Tanga Killian, Church Secretary  tanga@fpcpc.com 

Jack Leonard, Facilities Manager  jleonard@fpcpc.com 

Lamont “Butch” Rotert, Custodian 

Judy Prier, Organist   judyprier@comcast.net 

Joan Byron, Music Director               Jfbyron@comcast.net 

 

Session 

                                    Class of 2017:    Sandy Asaro, Rebekah Baird , Ambrose Woods 

Class of 2018:    Barbara Danylak, Nancy Sharpless, Ron Smith 

                                    Class of 2019:    Joan Barry, Gail Gamble, Richard Lund 

 

 

Deacons 

                             Class of 2017:    Doris Coddington, Dottie Messick, Don Phillips, Elaine Woods 

                    Class of 2018:    Dottie Gamble, Pauline Paquin, Laverne Sinkia, Donald Whitmarsh 

                             Class of 2019: Andy Buell, Clarence Diersing, Addie Schaad, Diane Schmidt 

 

 

Trustees 

Richard Lund (President), Ambrose Woods (Treasurer) 

 Sandy Asaro (Secretary), Ron Smith (Finance Committee Elder) 

 

 

 

 

      Next summer will be my 30th year in ministry serving in various contexts within our denomination.  Most 

of my friends are connected in one way or another with the PC(USA): former and present members of the 

church I have served, along with former and present colleagues in ministry.  There are former youth I worked 

with who now have married and have children of their own, children who are the same age as when I 

knew their parents.  Some “youth” have grown up and become ministers, Christian educators and volunteers 

in their churches (and hopefully some are working with youth, being stretched the way they stretched me!).  I 

have also stayed in close contact with a lot of my colleagues in ministry all over the country, sharing and 

supporting one another.  What I notice is, we all speak the same “language.”  We know “church,” and 

particularly the PC (USA).  As some would say, I’m somewhat sheltered.  I take for granted our shared 

language, our values and our beliefs.  
      But I really do have a little social life that sometimes takes me outside of the church, outside the 

PC(USA), which often leads to some interesting conversations.  Clay Gunter, a former colleague of mine 

when I worked with Cherokee Presbytery (NW Georgia), recently wrote a poem as his answer to helping 

others understand when they say to him:  So tell me about the Presbyterian Church (USA).  You can read the 

whole poem below, (which is really a statement of faith):     

In this church…. 

We preach grace… 

We seek justice… 

We pray for peace… 

We ask for forgiveness… 

We love mercy… 

We accept all… 

We do laughter…and tears… 

We are imperfect…we are sinners. 

We see all as children of God. 

We love the outcast, the poor, the lonely, the confused, and those who suffer and grieve. 

We reject evil…racism, intolerance and hate. 

In this church, we comfort the afflicted… 

We praise the God who created us… 

We give thanks for Christ who is Lord… 

We rely on the Spirit to strengthen us… 

We are claimed in baptism… 

We are sustained by the bread and cup… 

We are encouraged and supported by the community of faith. 

In this church, we speak truth to power – often afflicting the comfortable. 

In this church, we pray for courage to proclaim hope, to confront injustice, and to work so God’s Kingdom 

comes on earth even as it is in heaven. 

In this church, we show love with action, we are reminded of our call to serve others. 

We seek to follow our Lord‘s example by the washing of feet. 

In this church-love is a verb. 

In this church, we love God and love our neighbor as our self. 

                  Continued on page 3 
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JULY 2017 SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 Rev. Crego will be attending a Women’s Conference for Continuing Education at 

Montreat from 8/11-8/13. 

 The June 2017 Income was $22,870.48 and Expenses were $29,379.77 

 From January 2017-June 2017 there was an overall gain of $5,493. 

 Our current church membership count is 158 Active Members and 8 Affiliate 

Members. 

 Our church will be hosting two half-day Presbytery Regional Gatherings on Wed. 

September 13th. 

 All the repairs to the truss have been completed with the New Life Center. 

 The sidewalk and corner church sign are nearing completion. 

 The Home Alone group usually meets on the 1st and 3rd Thursday and many 

activities are planned for the year. 

 Children and youth enjoyed a variety of on campus activities and off campus field 

trips throughout the summer. 

 One of the highlights was a Drum Circle led by Kathy Bruyere. 

 The Adult Bible Study continues to meet Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. to study the 

book of Acts. 

 In June, a total of 100 households were served through our food pantry. 

 Positive feedback has been received on the Children’s Sermons in the worship 

service. 

 We will have a “Bring a Friend to Church” emphasis in August. 

 

 
SPOTLIGHT ON OUR MEMBERS 

 

 

       

 

 Caroline MacGregor is still going strong at age 85 with 

substitute teaching, aerobic swimming, volunteering at the 

library and singing in the FPCPC choir. “I try to keep busy, 

especially since my husband, Bruce, died two years ago. We 

were married for 60 years,” she said. 

     

      

 

      Caroline has been a substitute teacher for the past 20 years at Port Charlotte High 

School. It is something she really loves. “I only sub one or two days a week now. I think 

they look at me as a grandmother figure,” she explained. 

       Prior to retiring, Caroline taught middle school Home Economics for 25 years in 

Binghamton, New Jersey where she and her husband raised their two sons and daughter. 

Caroline is quite proud of her children and five grandchildren and she is not shy about 

telling anyone who will listen. 

       Caroline and Bruce both grew up in Scranton, Pennsylvania. Caroline and her sister 

were daughters of a delivery milkman. “He delivered milk in bottles to homes for 35 

years,” she said. Bruce and Caroline both attended the First Welsh Baptist Church in 

Scranton. They both graduated from high school in Scranton and graduated from 

Syracuse University in New York. Bruce became a music teacher and taught in New 

Jersey. The couple moved to Port Charlotte in 1987 because the winters were too harsh in 

New Jersey. Bruce started the Charlotte Chorale after moving to Port Charlotte. 

      “We both love music. If I can find a teacher, I would like to take lessons and learn to 

play the piano,” she said. Caroline officially joined the FPCPC last fall although she has 

attended for some time. She sings in the choir and really enjoys it.  

      At times when Caroline was substitute teaching, she has advised students to have a 

plan for after high school and to do what they love. “You need to do what you love 

because it is what you are going to be doing for a very long time,” she said. 

      Additionally, Caroline is passionate and supportive of children with special needs and 

substitute teaches with them. 

      Another activity that keeps Caroline busy is attending aerobic swimming classes 

almost daily. She also volunteers for the summer youth program at the library called 

Read and Feed. “We have a program from 10:30 am to noon and then a meal is served. 

We have more than 60 children participating in the program,” she said. 

        Besides enjoying the choir at FPCPC, Caroline also likes Terri Jo’s sermons on 

Sunday. “Her sermons are very touching and Terri Jo is such an enjoyable person to be 

with,” Caroline said. Before she joined the choir, Caroline also helped with the youth 

programs at FPCPC.      By Kathy Bruyere 

TURE 

Caroline MacGregor 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

    

Continued from front cover 

     A couple of weeks ago, I was at a gathering of sorts, and not one soul regularly attended a 

church – a reality becoming more characteristic of our American culture.  I quickly became 

aware of how I need to learn a new “language” to hear, understand and speak something less 

familiar.  I need to learn a new “language” as the church of tomorrow will probably be speaking 

something different.  I need to learn a new “language” so I can understand the deep yearning that 

people (from this different culture) have for God.  I need to learn a new “language” so I can 

invite them on our journey and so I can join theirs.   

     But learning a new “language” is difficult!  Not only is the vocabulary different, so are the 

cultural differences and innuendos that impact meaning and assumptions.  Whenever I learn a 

new language, it helps me to begin by understanding my own, and in this context, what I believe 

about who I know us to be as the church, who God is and why we walk together. 

     And so that has me thinking (and Clay’s poem has me thinking):  who are we at First 

Presbyterian Church Port Charlotte?  What would our poem “In this church….” state about who 

we are and what we believe and what we do?  What language do we speak when we are together 

and what language do we speak when we walk out the doors after worship?  It also has me 

wondering about how can I learn the language of those outside our church: who they are, what 

they believe, what they yearn for and struggle with and about what they are passionate?  My hope 

is that as I learn a new language, I can invite them to church without being bashful, as it is a place 

that speaks of grace, peace, hope and love.  My hope as I learn a new language is I can hear and 

see God’s presence in places and people I might not have before, so we can journey together by 

opening new doors as we are faithful in Christ. I hope you will join me in learning too and 

inviting along the way that others will share in Christ’s grace, hope, peace, and love.  The month 

of August is “Invite a Friend to Church.”  I hope you too will unabashedly invite a friend to 

church that we might share a common language of grace, peace, hope and love.   

         Rev. Terri Jo Crego 

INVITE A FRIEND IN AUGUST 

We invite people into our homes for celebrations and holidays.  We invite our friends to join us 

for dinner.  We invite our friends to attend a concert or other activities.  And yet, we often 

overlook the opportunity to invite our friends and neighbors to attend church with us.   

 During the month of August, you are encouraged to help open the door to our church by 

inviting a friend to worship with us. Starting with the first Sunday on August 6th each of you is 

challenged to invite at least one friend, neighbor or family member to attend church with us. It is 

especially important to invite someone who is not currently attending a church. 

 Most people are looking for community and a place to grow in their faith, but they often have a 

difficult time walking through the doors of a church for the first time.  All of us at FPCPC can 

help lessen that initial uneasiness by participating in “Invite a Friend” to church emphasis. We 

hope everyone will invite at least one friend during the month of August. We will have a special 

packet for the newcomer. Additionally, we extend a special invitation for our guests to join us for 

fellowship in the New Life Center at 9 a.m. before the worship service or 11 a.m. after worship. 
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COOKING CLASS 

                                                             Thursday, August 3rd 

                                                                      10:15 a.m. 

                                                          New Life Center Kitchen 
Anita Nagy will be conducting a cooking class for the Home Alone Group (a ministry group for 

those who live at home alone) in the New Life Center kitchen.  She will bring dough and fixings for 

flatbread (similar to pizza).  We will eat what we make and split the cost to reimburse Anita.  Please 

RSVP to Jan Baker (386-972-3915) by Sunday, July 30th if you plan to attend so we will have 

enough supplies. 

 

 

HOME ALONE AND OUT TO LUNCH 

Thursday, August 17th 

11:30 a.m. 

Pioneers Pizza 

Join us for our monthly lunch get-together at Pioneers Pizza, (formerly known as Old Coral Rock 

Restaurant).  We will meet there at 11:30 a.m.  The address and phone number are:  4560 Tamiami 

Trail in Port Charlotte / (941) 235-2424. Please RSVP to Jan (386-972-3915) by Wednesday, 

August 16th. 

 

 

 

  

 

                                    CHURCH NIGHT SOCIAL AND MOVIE 

Wednesday, August 16th 

5:00 p.m.  Dinner 

         5:15 p.m.  Movie Starts 

                   MacDonald Hall 

Please join the Home Alone Group as they sponsor the August 16th church night social along with 

showing a movie.  We will cook out hamburgers and hotdogs and will provide all the toppings.  

Please bring a side dish or dessert to share.  At 5:15 p.m., we will begin our movie, Jesus Christ 

Superstar.  It will be a fun night together.  Please leave your name on the sign-up sheet in the 

New Life Center to RSVP so we have enough hamburgers and hotdogs. 

 

 



FOOD PANTRY 

1st & 3rd Tuesday of the month 

9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m.

and the 

2nd Wednesday of the month  

5:00 p.m.–7:00 p.m.

CHILDREN AND YOUTH SUMMER ACTIVITIES 

As summer is coming to an end and school is getting ready to begin again, here is a look back at 

some of the fun activities that our kids had a chance to enjoy while they were on vacation. 

Our WAHOO (Wednesday Afternoon Hanging Out with Others) provided an opportunity for 

fellowship and service on a weekly basis.  Each time we gathered for fellowship, we had table talk 

over snacks, played games, and learned to come together in rhythm at our drum circle.  Some played 

drums, some played shakers, and some played tambourine.  Together we made incredible music and 

had fun keeping each other’s rhythm.  With our service component of WAHOO we had opportunity 

to deliver youth activity papers in our neighborhood, help in our church’s food pantry, and assemble 

school supply bags. 

Throughout the summer, we also took some field trips off campus.  Beth-El Farmworker’s Ministry 

in Wimauma was a wonderful service experience for participants.  It was enjoyed so much that we 

went there both in June and in August.  We also had fun going to the Ringling Art Museum, Stone 

Crabs Baseball game, bowling, and the Charlotte Harbor Environmental Center.  These field trips 

offered attendees fellowship with one another through fun, laughter, and relationship building. 

Once school begins, our children and youth activity schedule will shift to gathering weekly on 

Tuesday evenings.  More details to follow in a future edition of the Beacon. 

WORSHIP READINESS SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 

This Sunday School class for ages 3rd grade and up continues to teach children and youth about our 

worship service.  Recently we have been working on learning the names of different parts of our 

Sanctuary and discussing the meaning of each (such as the communion table, baptismal font, pulpit, 

lectern, chancel area, and many more).  In addition, we have spoken about the Offering and how we 

can participate by offering ourselves to God through our time, talent, and/or treasure…and what all 

that means.  

 

It felt like July started off on the wrong foot.  We have gotten into our pattern of the first and third 

Tuesday of each month and the second Wednesday for the evening opening that having a holiday on 

the first Tuesday threw us for a loop! We advertised all of June that the pantry would be closed on 

the Fourth of July; as far as I know, no clients came…. but then, I didn’t come to count cans until 

about 11:00 a.m.  We did open on Wednesday, July 5th. Clients were early as usual. This was good 

as Harry Chapin requires that all agencies register all clients in July. We had only forty- two 

households register but I’m sure we’ll be back to our seventy to eighty households by the end of the 

month. We’re on the regular schedule for the rest of the month.  

Thank you, Jan Baker, Sandee Pellerin and Richard Lund for arriving two hours early to help with 

registration. It takes about 10 minutes per client to fill out the required forms and shopping card. 

Thanks also go to the people who gave up their usually free Wednesday morning to help the clients 

shop. Thank you, George Griffith, Bill and Trudy Eisenmerger, Larry Law, Doris Coddington (and 

transporter Mary Kerr), John and Barbara Danylak and Veronica Walters Betts. 

In June, we served 100 households! We served 85 seniors, 134 people in the 18 to 64 age group and 

47 children under the age of 18. Keep in mind we give out toilet paper, Kleenex and paper towels as 

these common and useful paper items cannot be purchased with food stamps. Thanks for all of your

donations and your continued support of this ministry.  

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

SCHOOL SUPPLY DISTRIBUTION 

Thursday, August 3rd

5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
We thank you for your generosity with the donation of school supplies.  You are invited to join the 

Christian Education and Outreach Committees as we distribute the school supply bags on Thursday

evening August 3rd from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Meet us at church under the "canopy" with balloons 

we will have set up that evening in front of the church.  Consider bringing a beach chair to relax in 

between supply pick-ups. Come see the smiles on the faces of the children, youth, and families as 
they receive these new school supplies. 

BETH-El DAY MISSION TRIP 

Tuesday, August 1st 

FPCPC pick up and drop off times 

7:15 a.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
Children, youth, and adults are invited to serve at Beth-El's food pantry.  On our last trip to Beth-El 

we learned about the farm workers, their living conditions, and the food pantry that is offered on a 

weekly basis.  The children enjoyed serving so much, that we were able to schedule a return trip. 

Contact Sandy Asaro if you would like to attend so we can plan accordingly. 

http://clipartall.com/clipart/5478-food-pantry-clipart.html


 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

         

“DRUM CIRCLE FOR DRUMMIES” CLASS 

Kathy Bruyere has held drum circle training sessions for youth and some staff 

members this summer and is now in the process of expanding the classes to all 

interested persons. The sessions are for novice drummers to learn the basics of hand 

drumming and how to use other hand held percussion instruments. 

Drum circles have become popular at senior centers, colleges and universities as well 

as parks and beaches. Drumming is ideal for stress relief, eye hand coordination, team 

building and just plain fun. 

If you are interested in participating in drumming classes, please contact Kathy 

Bruyere at church on Sundays or at home at 941-255-0448. 

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS     

    SANDY ASARO ! 

 

 

 

 

I would venture to say that probably most of the congregation knows Sandy Asaro.  She 

grew up in this church and serves here faithfully in a number of ways using her God-given 

gifts.  Sandy is willing to help however she is able and is passionate about teaching 

children and youth.  Her strong Christian faith is in the fiber of her being which guides her 

in all that she says and does.  Here at FPCPC she teaches Sunday School and leads our 

budding youth group; she serves as an elder and is the clerk of session.  Sandy has a heart 

for God and a heart for nurturing the faith of our children and youth.  It wasn’t a surprise to 

hear she was exploring going into the ministry to learn more about Christian Education so 

she can serve in a deeper way.  

 

 Last month Sandy completed the application process for the Master of Arts in Christian 

Education program at Union Presbyterian Seminary in Richmond, VA.  Not long ago, she 

received her acceptance phone call and letter and will begin her study in September.  It is a 

three year program where she will be taking classes online along with two week-long 

intensive face-to-face classes each year (once per semester).  Over her course of study, the 

focus will be on Christian Education, which will be explored through biblical study, 

theology, faith formation, educational theory and practical ministry.  Meanwhile, she will 

keep teaching at Punta Gorda Middle School and serving here at church. 

 

Pastor, theologian and prolific writer, Frederick Buechner once wrote: 

The place God calls you to is the place where your  

deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet. 

 

 I believe Sandy has found her calling for this next chapter of her life.  Her deep gladness 

is transparent and the world’s deep hunger to learn and grow in Christ is evident and right 

here.  Keep Sandy in your prayers as her plate will be full.  We wish you well Sandy.  

Congratulations!                                

 Rev. Terri Jo Crego 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

INTO THE WORLD:  THE ACTS OF THE 

APOSTLES 

Wednesdays 

5:30 p.m. 

 Conference Room 

 

  

 

 

 

AUGUST ELEMENTARY SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Sundays 

Room 128 

9:00 a.m. 

       

 

    HURRICANE SEASON IS HERE.  ARE YOU PREPARED? 
Hurricane season began in June, and all are encouraged to "get a plan" in the event of a 

disaster, and/or review your plan and supplies if you already have a plan in place.  Below are a 

few helpful links in creating a disaster plan: 

www.Ready.gov 

www.FEMA.gov 

www.RedCross.org 

www.flash.org 

www.FloridaDisaster.org/family/ 

www.GreatHurricaneBlowout.org 

 

At the Governor's Hurricane Conference last year, a great deal of emphasis was put on the fact 

that since Florida's last land falling hurricane (12 years ago), over two million people have 

moved to Florida - most of them having never experienced our tropical weather. And the rest of 

us could be suffering from "hurricane amnesia."  Make your plans now to be prepared in the 

event of a hurricane, but hopefully it will be another quiet season for us. 

 

Sincere thanks go to Darlene Stewart who has been leading the Sunday School class when 

Nancy goes on vacation. Darlene also participates in WAHOO – Faith in Action every 

Wednesday afternoon. Our Sunday School class size continues to vary but we’re seeing more 

and more of Colton. Unfortunately for us, he will be moving up to the Youth Group in 

August.  

 

August 6: This week’s lesson is the well-known story of the feeding of the 5,000 with 5 loaves 

and 2 fish from Matthew 14:13-21. We will discuss things we can share with others by 

unwrapping layers of tissue paper holding cards with suggestions of things, talents and 

treasures, we can share. The last layer reveals a treat for all. If time allows, we might even make 

fish shaped pretzels! 

August 13: Matthew 14:22-33 provides the scripture for today’s lesson. This story of Jesus 

walking on the water and saving Peter when he became afraid and started to sink positively 

identified Jesus as God’s agent for overcoming evil to the disciples. It also showed that Jesus 

will not abandon us. We will play a game and make a mural of ways we can step out in faith by 

following Jesus’ example of helping and caring about others. 

August 20: Today’s session is based on Genesis 45:1-15 and tells about the return of Joseph to 

his family and how he forgives. His brothers treated him badly; because of his brothers Joseph 

needed to rely on his faith in God to make it through bad situations. We will make a Sunshine 

Reminder mobile of ways we see God at work during our week. 

August 27: We will learn about bravery this week in Exodus 1:8- 2:10 through hearing the 

story of how Moses, who is one of the enslaved people, is found in the river and is raised in 

the household of the Pharaoh. After hearing the story, we will make a heart garland of names 

of those who have shown brave, caring love and have a classroom scavenger hunt. 

 

ABRAHAM/SARAH CIRCLE 

Tuesday, September 5th 

1:30 p.m. 

Conference Room 

The next meeting for Abraham/Sarah Circle will be September 5th at 1:30 p.m. in the 

conference room. We meet the first Tuesday of each month.  This year we will be studying 

“Cloud of Witnesses” provided by Presbyterian Women/Horizons Bible Studies. All are 

welcome to join us in exploring this interesting study. 

 

FROM THE CHOIR LOFT 

While the choir members are enjoying some time off and resting their vocal cords, Judy Prier, 

Terri Jo, and I are making plans for the choir and musical interludes for the rest of this year and 

beyond.  One of our plans is to include the children in the singing of anthems as well as 

including the drum circle. 

 Choir will return for rehearsal on Wednesday, August 23rd at 7:00 p.m. in the Music Suite. We 

will start singing at services beginning September 3rd. We are always looking for new voices to 

join us. We sing well known pieces as well as new ones.  If you are interested in joining us, 

please notify Joan Byron at jfbyron@comcast.net or call 941-625-4945. 

  

 

 

 

 We will continue our Bible study of the book of Acts on Wednesday evenings in the Conference 

Room. We hope you join us. 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

INTO THE WORLD: THE ACTS OF THE 

APOSTLES 

Wednesdays 

5:30 p.m. 

Conference Room 
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walking on the water and saving Peter when he became afraid and started to sink positively 
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his family and how he forgives. His brothers treated him badly; because of his brothers Joseph 

needed to rely on his faith in God to make it through bad situations. We will make a Sunshine 

Reminder mobile of ways we see God at work during our week. 

August 27: We will learn about bravery this week in Exodus 1:8- 2:10 through hearing the 

story of how Moses, who is one of the enslaved people, is found in the river and is raised in 
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“Cloud of Witnesses” provided by Presbyterian Women/Horizons Bible Studies. All are 

welcome to join us in exploring this interesting study. 

FROM THE CHOIR LOFT 
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Terri Jo, and I are making plans for the choir and musical interludes for the rest of this year and 

beyond.  One of our plans is to include the children in the singing of anthems as well as 

including the drum circle. 

 Choir will return for rehearsal on Wednesday, August 23rd at 7:00 p.m. in the Music Suite. We 

will start singing at services beginning September 3rd. We are always looking for new voices to 

join us. We sing well known pieces as well as new ones.  If you are interested in joining us, 

please notify Joan Byron at jfbyron@comcast.net or call 941-625-4945. 

We will continue our Bible study of the book of Acts on Wednesday evenings in the Conference 

Room. We hope you join us. 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

INTO THE WORLD: THE ACTS OF THE 

APOSTLES 

Wednesdays 

5:30 p.m. 

Conference Room 

http://www.ready.gov/
http://www.fema.gov/
http://www.redcross.org/
http://www.flash.org/
http://www.floridadisaster.org/family/
http://www.greathurricaneblowout.org/
mailto:jfbyron@comcast.net


 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

         

“DRUM CIRCLE FOR DRUMMIES” CLASS 

Kathy Bruyere has held drum circle training sessions for youth and some staff 

members this summer and is now in the process of expanding the classes to all 

interested persons. The sessions are for novice drummers to learn the basics of hand 

drumming and how to use other hand held percussion instruments. 

Drum circles have become popular at senior centers, colleges and universities as well 

as parks and beaches. Drumming is ideal for stress relief, eye hand coordination, team 

building and just plain fun. 

If you are interested in participating in drumming classes, please contact Kathy 

Bruyere at church on Sundays or at home at 941-255-0448. 

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS     

    SANDY ASARO ! 

 

 

 

 

I would venture to say that probably most of the congregation knows Sandy Asaro.  She 

grew up in this church and serves here faithfully in a number of ways using her God-given 

gifts.  Sandy is willing to help however she is able and is passionate about teaching 

children and youth.  Her strong Christian faith is in the fiber of her being which guides her 

in all that she says and does.  Here at FPCPC she teaches Sunday School and leads our 

budding youth group; she serves as an elder and is the clerk of session.  Sandy has a heart 

for God and a heart for nurturing the faith of our children and youth.  It wasn’t a surprise to 

hear she was exploring going into the ministry to learn more about Christian Education so 

she can serve in a deeper way.  

 

 Last month Sandy completed the application process for the Master of Arts in Christian 

Education program at Union Presbyterian Seminary in Richmond, VA.  Not long ago, she 

received her acceptance phone call and letter and will begin her study in September.  It is a 

three year program where she will be taking classes online along with two week-long 

intensive face-to-face classes each year (once per semester).  Over her course of study, the 

focus will be on Christian Education, which will be explored through biblical study, 

theology, faith formation, educational theory and practical ministry.  Meanwhile, she will 

keep teaching at Punta Gorda Middle School and serving here at church. 

 

Pastor, theologian and prolific writer, Frederick Buechner once wrote: 

The place God calls you to is the place where your  

deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet. 

 

 I believe Sandy has found her calling for this next chapter of her life.  Her deep gladness 

is transparent and the world’s deep hunger to learn and grow in Christ is evident and right 

here.  Keep Sandy in your prayers as her plate will be full.  We wish you well Sandy.  

Congratulations!                                

 Rev. Terri Jo Crego 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



      

  

                                    FOOD PANTRY 

1st & 3rd Tuesday of the month 

 9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. 

and the 

 2nd   Wednesday of the month  

5:00 p.m.–7:00 p.m. 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH SUMMER ACTIVITES 

As summer is coming to an end and school is getting ready to begin again, here is a look back at 

some of the fun activities that our kids had a chance to enjoy while they were on vacation. 

 

Our WAHOO (Wednesday Afternoon Hanging Out with Others) provided an opportunity for 

fellowship and service on a weekly basis.  Each time we gathered for fellowship, we had table talk 

over snacks, played games, and learned to come together in rhythm at our drum circle.  Some played 

drums, some played shakers, and some played tambourine.  Together we made incredible music and 

had fun keeping each other’s rhythm.  With our service component of WAHOO we had opportunity 

to deliver youth activity papers in our neighborhood, help in our church’s food pantry, and assemble 

school supply bags. 

 

Throughout the summer, we also took some field trips off campus.  Beth-El Farmworker’s Ministry 

in Wimauma was a wonderful service experience for participants.  It was enjoyed so much that we 

went there both in June and in August.  We also had fun going to the Ringling Art Museum, Stone 

Crabs Baseball game, bowling, and the Charlotte Harbor Environmental Center.  These field trips 

offered attendees fellowship with one another through fun, laughter, and relationship building. 

 

Once school begins, our children and youth activity schedule will shift to gathering weekly on 

Tuesday evenings.  More details to follow in a future edition of the Beacon. 

     

WORSHIP READINESS SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 

This Sunday School class for ages 3rd grade and up continues to teach children and youth about our 

worship service.  Recently we have been working on learning the names of different parts of our 

Sanctuary and discussing the meaning of each (such as the communion table, baptismal font, pulpit, 

lectern, chancel area, and many more).  In addition, we have spoken about the Offering and how we 

can participate by offering ourselves to God through our time, talent, and/or treasure…and what all 

that means.  

 

 

 

It felt like July started off on the wrong foot.  We have gotten into our pattern of the first and third 

Tuesday of each month and the second Wednesday for the evening opening that having a holiday on 

the first Tuesday threw us for a loop! We advertised all of June that the pantry would be closed on 

the Fourth of July; as far as I know, no clients came…. but then, I didn’t come to count cans until 

about 11:00 a.m.  We did open on Wednesday, July 5th. Clients were early as usual. This was good 

as Harry Chapin requires that all agencies register all clients in July. We had only forty- two 

households register but I’m sure we’ll be back to our seventy to eighty households by the end of the 

month. We’re on the regular schedule for the rest of the month.  

 

Thank you, Jan Baker, Sandee Pellerin and Richard Lund for arriving two hours early to help with 

registration. It takes about 10 minutes per client to fill out the required forms and shopping card. 

Thanks also go to the people who gave up their usually free Wednesday morning to help the clients 

shop. Thank you, George Griffith, Bill and Trudy Eisenmerger, Larry Law, Doris Coddington (and 

transporter Mary Kerr), John and Barbara Danylak and Veronica Walters Betts.  

 

In June, we served 100 households! We served 85 seniors, 134 people in the 18 to 64 age group and 

47 children under the age of 18. Keep in mind we give out toilet paper, Kleenex and paper towels as 

these common and useful paper items cannot be purchased with food stamps. Thanks for all of your 

donations and your continued support of this ministry.  

 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

 

 

SCHOOL SUPPLY DISTRIBUTION 

Thursday, August 3rd 

5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
We thank you for your generosity with the donation of school supplies.  You are invited to join the 

Christian Education and Outreach Committees as we distribute the school supply bags on Thursday 

evening August 3rd from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Meet us at church under the "canopy" with balloons 

we will have set up that evening in front of the church.  Consider bringing a beach chair to relax in 

between supply pick-ups.  Come see the smiles on the faces of the children, youth, and families as 
they receive these new school supplies. 

 

BETH-El DAY MISSION TRIP 

Tuesday, August 1st 

FPCPC pick up and drop off times 

7:15 a.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
Children, youth, and adults are invited to serve at Beth-El's food pantry.  On our last trip to Beth-El 

we learned about the farm workers, their living conditions, and the food pantry that is offered on a 

weekly basis.  The children enjoyed serving so much, that we were able to schedule a return trip. 

Contact Sandy Asaro if you would like to attend so we can plan accordingly. 

 

http://clipartall.com/clipart/5478-food-pantry-clipart.html


 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

    

Continued from front cover 

     A couple of weeks ago, I was at a gathering of sorts, and not one soul regularly attended a 

church – a reality becoming more characteristic of our American culture.  I quickly became 

aware of how I need to learn a new “language” to hear, understand and speak something less 

familiar.  I need to learn a new “language” as the church of tomorrow will probably be speaking 

something different.  I need to learn a new “language” so I can understand the deep yearning that 

people (from this different culture) have for God.  I need to learn a new “language” so I can 

invite them on our journey and so I can join theirs.   

     But learning a new “language” is difficult!  Not only is the vocabulary different, so are the 

cultural differences and innuendos that impact meaning and assumptions.  Whenever I learn a 

new language, it helps me to begin by understanding my own, and in this context, what I believe 

about who I know us to be as the church, who God is and why we walk together. 

     And so that has me thinking (and Clay’s poem has me thinking):  who are we at First 

Presbyterian Church Port Charlotte?  What would our poem “In this church….” state about who 

we are and what we believe and what we do?  What language do we speak when we are together 

and what language do we speak when we walk out the doors after worship?  It also has me 

wondering about how can I learn the language of those outside our church: who they are, what 

they believe, what they yearn for and struggle with and about what they are passionate?  My hope 

is that as I learn a new language, I can invite them to church without being bashful, as it is a place 

that speaks of grace, peace, hope and love.  My hope as I learn a new language is I can hear and 

see God’s presence in places and people I might not have before, so we can journey together by 

opening new doors as we are faithful in Christ. I hope you will join me in learning too and 

inviting along the way that others will share in Christ’s grace, hope, peace, and love.  The month 

of August is “Invite a Friend to Church.”  I hope you too will unabashedly invite a friend to 

church that we might share a common language of grace, peace, hope and love.   

         Rev. Terri Jo Crego 

INVITE A FRIEND IN AUGUST 

We invite people into our homes for celebrations and holidays.  We invite our friends to join us 

for dinner.  We invite our friends to attend a concert or other activities.  And yet, we often 

overlook the opportunity to invite our friends and neighbors to attend church with us.   

 During the month of August, you are encouraged to help open the door to our church by 

inviting a friend to worship with us. Starting with the first Sunday on August 6th each of you is 

challenged to invite at least one friend, neighbor or family member to attend church with us. It is 

especially important to invite someone who is not currently attending a church. 

 Most people are looking for community and a place to grow in their faith, but they often have a 

difficult time walking through the doors of a church for the first time.  All of us at FPCPC can 

help lessen that initial uneasiness by participating in “Invite a Friend” to church emphasis. We 

hope everyone will invite at least one friend during the month of August. We will have a special 

packet for the newcomer. Additionally, we extend a special invitation for our guests to join us for 

fellowship in the New Life Center at 9 a.m. before the worship service or 11 a.m. after worship. 
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COOKING CLASS 

                                                             Thursday, August 3rd 

                                                                      10:15 a.m. 

                                                          New Life Center Kitchen 
Anita Nagy will be conducting a cooking class for the Home Alone Group (a ministry group for 

those who live at home alone) in the New Life Center kitchen.  She will bring dough and fixings for 

flatbread (similar to pizza).  We will eat what we make and split the cost to reimburse Anita.  Please 

RSVP to Jan Baker (386-972-3915) by Sunday, July 30th if you plan to attend so we will have 

enough supplies. 

 

 

HOME ALONE AND OUT TO LUNCH 

Thursday, August 17th 

11:30 a.m. 

Pioneers Pizza 

Join us for our monthly lunch get-together at Pioneers Pizza, (formerly known as Old Coral Rock 

Restaurant).  We will meet there at 11:30 a.m.  The address and phone number are:  4560 Tamiami 

Trail in Port Charlotte / (941) 235-2424. Please RSVP to Jan (386-972-3915) by Wednesday, 

August 16th. 

 

 

 

  

 

                                    CHURCH NIGHT SOCIAL AND MOVIE 

Wednesday, August 16th 

5:00 p.m.  Dinner 

         5:15 p.m.  Movie Starts 

                   MacDonald Hall 

Please join the Home Alone Group as they sponsor the August 16th church night social along with 

showing a movie.  We will cook out hamburgers and hotdogs and will provide all the toppings.  

Please bring a side dish or dessert to share.  At 5:15 p.m., we will begin our movie, Jesus Christ 

Superstar.  It will be a fun night together.  Please leave your name on the sign-up sheet in the 

New Life Center to RSVP so we have enough hamburgers and hotdogs. 

 

 



  
 

JULY 2017 SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 Rev. Crego will be attending a Women’s Conference for Continuing Education at 

Montreat from 8/11-8/13. 

 The June 2017 Income was $22,870.48 and Expenses were $29,379.77 

 From January 2017-June 2017 there was an overall gain of $5,493. 

 Our current church membership count is 158 Active Members and 8 Affiliate 

Members. 

 Our church will be hosting two half-day Presbytery Regional Gatherings on Wed. 

September 13th. 

 All the repairs to the truss have been completed with the New Life Center. 

 The sidewalk and corner church sign are nearing completion. 

 The Home Alone group usually meets on the 1st and 3rd Thursday and many 

activities are planned for the year. 

 Children and youth enjoyed a variety of on campus activities and off campus field 

trips throughout the summer. 

 One of the highlights was a Drum Circle led by Kathy Bruyere. 

 The Adult Bible Study continues to meet Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. to study the 

book of Acts. 

 In June, a total of 100 households were served through our food pantry. 

 Positive feedback has been received on the Children’s Sermons in the worship 

service. 

 We will have a “Bring a Friend to Church” emphasis in August. 

 

 
SPOTLIGHT ON OUR MEMBERS 

 

 

       

 

 Caroline MacGregor is still going strong at age 85 with 

substitute teaching, aerobic swimming, volunteering at the 

library and singing in the FPCPC choir. “I try to keep busy, 

especially since my husband, Bruce, died two years ago. We 

were married for 60 years,” she said. 

     

      

 

      Caroline has been a substitute teacher for the past 20 years at Port Charlotte High 

School. It is something she really loves. “I only sub one or two days a week now. I think 

they look at me as a grandmother figure,” she explained. 

       Prior to retiring, Caroline taught middle school Home Economics for 25 years in 

Binghamton, New Jersey where she and her husband raised their two sons and daughter. 

Caroline is quite proud of her children and five grandchildren and she is not shy about 

telling anyone who will listen. 

       Caroline and Bruce both grew up in Scranton, Pennsylvania. Caroline and her sister 

were daughters of a delivery milkman. “He delivered milk in bottles to homes for 35 

years,” she said. Bruce and Caroline both attended the First Welsh Baptist Church in 

Scranton. They both graduated from high school in Scranton and graduated from 

Syracuse University in New York. Bruce became a music teacher and taught in New 

Jersey. The couple moved to Port Charlotte in 1987 because the winters were too harsh in 

New Jersey. Bruce started the Charlotte Chorale after moving to Port Charlotte. 

      “We both love music. If I can find a teacher, I would like to take lessons and learn to 

play the piano,” she said. Caroline officially joined the FPCPC last fall although she has 

attended for some time. She sings in the choir and really enjoys it.  

      At times when Caroline was substitute teaching, she has advised students to have a 

plan for after high school and to do what they love. “You need to do what you love 

because it is what you are going to be doing for a very long time,” she said. 

      Additionally, Caroline is passionate and supportive of children with special needs and 

substitute teaches with them. 

      Another activity that keeps Caroline busy is attending aerobic swimming classes 

almost daily. She also volunteers for the summer youth program at the library called 

Read and Feed. “We have a program from 10:30 am to noon and then a meal is served. 

We have more than 60 children participating in the program,” she said. 

        Besides enjoying the choir at FPCPC, Caroline also likes Terri Jo’s sermons on 

Sunday. “Her sermons are very touching and Terri Jo is such an enjoyable person to be 

with,” Caroline said. Before she joined the choir, Caroline also helped with the youth 

programs at FPCPC.      By Kathy Bruyere 

TURE 

Caroline MacGregor 
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  TO: 

 
The Mission of First Presbyterian Church of Port Charlotte is:  

To be a beacon in the community by leading all people into a life changing, 

 ever growing relationship with Jesus Christ. 

 
Ministry Staff 

Rev. Terri Jo Crego, Pastor  pastor@fpcpc.com 

Betty Smith, Financial Secretary  bsmith@fpcpc.com 

Tanga Killian, Church Secretary  tanga@fpcpc.com 

Jack Leonard, Facilities Manager  jleonard@fpcpc.com 

Lamont “Butch” Rotert, Custodian 

Judy Prier, Organist   judyprier@comcast.net 

Joan Byron, Music Director               Jfbyron@comcast.net 

 

Session 

                                    Class of 2017:    Sandy Asaro, Rebekah Baird , Ambrose Woods 

Class of 2018:    Barbara Danylak, Nancy Sharpless, Ron Smith 

                                    Class of 2019:    Joan Barry, Gail Gamble, Richard Lund 

 

 

Deacons 

                             Class of 2017:    Doris Coddington, Dottie Messick, Don Phillips, Elaine Woods 

                    Class of 2018:    Dottie Gamble, Pauline Paquin, Laverne Sinkia, Donald Whitmarsh 

                             Class of 2019: Andy Buell, Clarence Diersing, Addie Schaad, Diane Schmidt 

 

 

Trustees 

Richard Lund (President), Ambrose Woods (Treasurer) 

 Sandy Asaro (Secretary), Ron Smith (Finance Committee Elder) 

 

 

 

 

      Next summer will be my 30th year in ministry serving in various contexts within our denomination.  Most 

of my friends are connected in one way or another with the PC(USA): former and present members of the 

church I have served, along with former and present colleagues in ministry.  There are former youth I worked 

with who now have married and have children of their own, children who are the same age as when I 

knew their parents.  Some “youth” have grown up and become ministers, Christian educators and volunteers 

in their churches (and hopefully some are working with youth, being stretched the way they stretched me!).  I 

have also stayed in close contact with a lot of my colleagues in ministry all over the country, sharing and 

supporting one another.  What I notice is, we all speak the same “language.”  We know “church,” and 

particularly the PC (USA).  As some would say, I’m somewhat sheltered.  I take for granted our shared 

language, our values and our beliefs.  
      But I really do have a little social life that sometimes takes me outside of the church, outside the 

PC(USA), which often leads to some interesting conversations.  Clay Gunter, a former colleague of mine 

when I worked with Cherokee Presbytery (NW Georgia), recently wrote a poem as his answer to helping 

others understand when they say to him:  So tell me about the Presbyterian Church (USA).  You can read the 

whole poem below, (which is really a statement of faith):     

In this church…. 

We preach grace… 

We seek justice… 

We pray for peace… 

We ask for forgiveness… 

We love mercy… 

We accept all… 

We do laughter…and tears… 

We are imperfect…we are sinners. 

We see all as children of God. 

We love the outcast, the poor, the lonely, the confused, and those who suffer and grieve. 

We reject evil…racism, intolerance and hate. 

In this church, we comfort the afflicted… 

We praise the God who created us… 

We give thanks for Christ who is Lord… 

We rely on the Spirit to strengthen us… 

We are claimed in baptism… 

We are sustained by the bread and cup… 

We are encouraged and supported by the community of faith. 

In this church, we speak truth to power – often afflicting the comfortable. 

In this church, we pray for courage to proclaim hope, to confront injustice, and to work so God’s Kingdom 

comes on earth even as it is in heaven. 

In this church, we show love with action, we are reminded of our call to serve others. 

We seek to follow our Lord‘s example by the washing of feet. 

In this church-love is a verb. 

In this church, we love God and love our neighbor as our self. 

                  Continued on page 3 
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