
 

 

May/2024 E-GRAM 

Hi everyone, 

G race and P eace to you in the name of our L ord and 
S avior, J esus  C hris t! 

When we lived in C anada, May was  one of my favorites , or should I say 
“favorites .” T he snow would be almost gone, the days  were getting 
warmer, and the summer months  were jus t around the corner, making  
May very special to me. Not only that but also our eldest son G abe and 
my wife B etania were born in May, so we would have special 
celebrations  at home. F inally, May is  the month we remember our 
mothers  and mother figures  in our lives  too. 

I guess  this  is  why to me, with the seasons  changing and the special 
days , May feels  like a month of creation, fresh s tarts , and new 
beginnings . It is  the trans ition from dark to light, from winter to summer, 
from nothing to something. 

In this  spirit of new beginnings , the month of March we were reminded 
at E aster that the resurrection of J esus  C hris t is  the pinnacle of new 
beginnings . T hrough His  death and resurrection, J esus  conquered s in 
and death, offering humanity the opportunity for a fresh s tart. F or this  
reason, our church calendar during April and part of May reflects  jus t 
that. T hroughout the whole month, each S unday after E aster, over and 
over again, we see the Apostles  embracing ideas  that never seemed 
acceptable to them before. 



S oon enough, on May 19th, the Day of P entecost, we will see how the 
narrative of P entecost represents  a pivotal moment in the early 
C hris tian C hurch, s ignifying the arrival of the Holy S pirit and the birth of 
a new era.  

My prayers  are that, as  we reflect on these biblical examples ; as  we 
begin to learn more about the Holy S pirit, let us  be encouraged to 
embrace new beginnings  in our own lives .  

May we trust in G od's  faithfulness , seek repentance and forgiveness , be 
open to radical transformations , and find hope in the resurrected C hris t. 
L et this  season of renewal, inspire us  to let go of past failures , forgive 
ourselves  and others , and embark on a journey of growth a nd 
trans formation. 

B less ings  to you all. Y ours  in the L amb, 

P astor S yl 

 

B ye B ye S now-B irdie! 

 

It is that time of the year, too. O ur las t friends  from up north are going 
home again. We thank G od for the time, talents  and treasurer they give 
us  when they are here. We will miss  all of them and can ’t wait for them 
to come back again. We hope to see them joining our L ectio-D ivina time 
of prayer and s tudy of G od’s  word, every Monday at 8 AM. 

 



Nic k Mic eli performed s ong s  made popular by F rank 

S inatra, E lvis  P res ley, Neil Diamond, B illy J oel, Harry C hapin, C at 
S tevens , Van Morris on, Mic hael B ublé and many more. T he c rowd 
enjoyed s ing ing  with Nic k. We are bles s ed to have Nic k and his  
many talents .  

 

 

 

 

         



 

 

 

 

        

Ordination of F irs t P res                           
C hurc h Offic ials  

O n S unday, April 21, 2024, at the F irs t P resbyterian C hurch of P ort 
C harlotte, four special ladies  joined P astor S yl and the other church 
officers  in minis try. What a bless ing that was . We welcome our new 
R uling E lder Donna Y oung, and the new R uling Deacons  Hazel Mason, 
C . “J azz” McL ennon and C arol Dunkak-Dunekirchen. We look forward 
to seeing the fruits  of your minis try. Not only that, but we are proud you 
have taken this  s tep of obedience to G od and our church family. 

 

 

 

         



S ince our C lerk of S ess ion, E lder E laine Woods  was  traveling, E lder 
S teve G oettler and P astor S yl did the litany of ordination. Below, R E  
Donna Y oung, R D J azz  McL ennon, R D Hazel Mason and R D  C arol 
Dunkak-Dunekirchen, with E lders  laying  hands  over them. 

 

 

 



P E P  G roup met at P ioneer's  P izza  
Delicious  pizza and awesome conversation with wonderful people! 
Many thanks  to Deacon C arol Dunkak-Dunekirchen for organiz ing this  
event. We are looking forward to the next one. 

 

 

We will mis s  them… 

B etty S mith  passed away 
peacefully on S aturday, March 23, 
2024. B etty served as  our financial 
secretary for many years  until her 
retirement in 2019. T he family will 
hold a private ceremony later this  
year. T he family requests  you 
share a kind word with another to 
honor B etty and Dan’s  legacy. 
B etty was  a good servant to our 
L ord, and we praise her for her 
many years  dedicated to F irs t P res . 

 

 

Also, with a heavy heart, 
we inform the pass ing of 
J ac queline C hris tine 
F aulk , who entered into 
rest on April 22.  

 

J ackie at one point was  “B aby J esus ” in 
one of our church plays . S he went too 
soon and was  only 35 years  old. P astor 
S yl will celebrate her life with her family, 
at L ake B etty P ark, on S aturday, May 
4th, at 10 AM. 

        



C elebration of our F ebruary, Marc h & 
A pril birthdays  with c ake and 

c onvers ation on S unday, A pril 28, 2024. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

F ebruary B irthdays  
J oan B arry, C arolyn 
B rox, Alz ie L ee and 

J ackie Witt. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Marc h B irthday  
C laudette McL ennon 

 

 

April B irthdays  
Hazel Mason and 

Dolores  C ummings  

         



T he Multic ultural Nurs es  A s s oc iation 
c ame to vis it F irs t P res .  

 

Invited by our E lder Alz ie L ee and Deac on Norma C ampbell, they are 
a non-profit g roup that g ives  s c holars hips  to potential nurs ing  
s tudents . F rom time to time, they c hoos e a c hurc h to wors hip 

tog ether, and this  time, F irs t P res  was  the c hos en c hurc h. We jus t 
loved having  them with us . We hope they will c ome to s ee us  ag ain.  

 

T he C hosen is  captivating as  P astor S yl does  a brief 5 to 10-minute 
commentary on the episode with some B ible & his torical fun facts . We will 
continue watching the “T he C hosen” episodes  weekly, every T uesday, at 
6 P M. R ides  can be arranged for persons  who do not like to drive at night. 



 

Upc oming  P E P  G roup E vent at S killets   

 

24123 P eac hland B lvd. Unit A10  
P ort C harlotte, F L  33980  

 

P lease join the P E P  group on 
T hursday, May 23, 2024, at the 
church at 12:30 p.m. to ride over 
to S killets  in the P eachland 
P romenade to enjoy lunch and 
good company. P lease C all 
C arol to reserve a spot by 
T uesday, May 21st, at 941-624-
5402 or email    
beardiesrule@ embarqmail.com.  

 

        

 

C ontinental B reakfas t 

 

         

A continental breakfas t is  served every S unday in the G athering R oom 
from 7:45 AM to 8:45 AM. C ome and enjoy fellows hip over coffee, juice, 
and pastries , jus t before our worship service. Also, our deacons  are 
looking for persons  who would be willing to prepare our breakfas t one 
S unday of the month. T hat can be your own minis try here with us . Do 
you feel called to help? T alk with Deacon Holly P arkin  or any other 
deacon for more info. 

 



 

 
L ec tio-Divina is  a traditional C hris tian practice of scriptural reading, 
meditation and prayer, intended to promote communion with G od and to 
increase the knowledge of G od's  word. 
 

E very Monday at 8 AM, we join the brothers  and s is ters  of 
Wintergarden for Lectio-D ivina time. 
 

T his  is  a special event for those who are near and far, to see and pray 
with each other. At Wintergarden, most participants  are snowbirds .  
 

T o ac c es s  the meeting , there are 3 ways :  

1. Y ou can click on the picture above. 
2. Y ou may go to www.zoom.us . T hen, click on “J oin,” which can be 

found on the right-hand corner of your computer screen. After 
that, type Meeting ID : 878 3208 0869. If it asks  you for a 
passcode, it is : 396015. 

3. Y ou can also access  the meeting, by copying and pasting the link 
below on your web-browser. 

 

https ://us02web.zoom.us/j/87832080869?pwd=T UxC R T hUcE dR bT NTW
mJ 6emZ R amUyZ z09  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87832080869?pwd=TUxCRThUcEdRbTNTWmJ6emZRamUyZz09


 

May/2024 

Wednes day, May 1 
 

● Deacon’s  Meeting 1:30 P M. 
● B ell R ehearsal - 6 P M. 

         

Thurs day, May 2 
 

● C hoir R ehearsal - 6 P M. 
 

        

S unday, May 5 

 

 

● C ontinental B reakfas t - 7:45 to 
9 AM. 
● Adult S unday S chool - 8 AM. 
● C hildren’s  S unday S chool - 
after C hildren’s  B less ing. 
● S unday S ervice with the 
celebration of the L ord’s  
S upper - 9 AM. 

 

        

Monday, May 6 
 

● L ectio-D ivina - 8 AM (O nline on 
Z oom). 

         

Tues day, May 7 
 

● F ood P antry - 8-11 AM. 
● T he C hosen, S eason 3, E pis ode 
3 - 6 P M. 

         

Wednes day, May 8 
 

● Worship Arts  C ommittee - 11 AM. 
● F ood P antry - 4 to 6:30 P M. 
● B ell R ehearsal - 6 P M. 

         



Thurs day, May 9 
 

● C hoir R ehearsal - 6 P M. 
 

        

S unday, May 12 

 

 

● C ontinental B reakfas t - 7:45 to  
9 AM. 
● Adult S unday S chool - 8 AM. 
● C hildren’s  S unday S chool - after 
C hildren’s  B less ing. 
● S unday S ervice - 9 AM.  
● Mother’s  Day 

 

        

Monday, May 13 
 

● L ectio-D ivina - 8 AM (O nline on 
Z oom). 

         

Tues day, May 14 
 

● F inance C ommittee Meeting - 11 
AM. 
● S cholarship Meeting 4:45 p.m. 
● T he C hosen, S eason 3, E pisode 
4 - 6 P M. 

         

Wednes day, May 15 
 

● B ell R ehearsal - 6 P M. 
 

        

Thurs day, May 16 
 

● C hoir R ehearsal - 6 P M. 
 

        

S unday, May 19 

 

 

● C ontinental B reakfas t from 7:45 
to 9 AM. 
● Adult S unday S chool - 8 AM. 
● C hildren’s  S unday S chool - after 
C hildren’s  B less ing. 
● S unday S ervice - 9 AM. 
● S ess ion Meeting - 10:30 AM. 
● P entec os t S unday. 

         

Monday, May 20 ● L ectio-D ivina at 8 AM (O nline on 
Z oom). 

 



 
        

Tues day, May 21 
 

● F ood P antry - 8 to 11 AM. 
● S outhport S quare Ass is ted 
L iving S ervice - 2:30 P M. 
● T he C hosen, S eason 3, E pisode 
5 - 6 P M. 

         

Wednes day, May 22 
 

● B ell R ehearsal - 6 P M. 
 

        

Thurs day, May 23 
 

● C hoir R ehearsal - 6 P M. 
 

        

S unday, May 26 
 

● C ontinental B reakfas t from 7:45 
to 9 AM. 
● Adult S unday S chool - 8 AM. 
● C hildren’s  S unday S chool - after 
C hildren’s  B less ing. 
● S unday S ervice - 9 AM  

         

Monday, May 27 

 

 

● L ectio-D ivina at 8 AM (O nline on 
Z oom). 
● C hurc h  Offic e C los ed in 
remembranc e of Memorial Day. 

 

        

Tues day, May 28 
 

● T he C hosen - S eason 3, 
E pisode 6 - 6 P M. 

         

Wednes day, May 29 
 

● B ell R ehearsal - 6 P M. 
 

        

Thurs day, May 30 
 

● C hoir R ehearsal - 6 P M. 
 

        



ME MB E R S  ON F OC US  

Have you met?  

 

J oan B arry  

J oan B arry was  born in B oston, Massachusetts , but spent most of her 
time in C ape C od where she eventually moved. S he attended C ape C od 
C ommunity C ollege acquiring a degree in C omputer Information 
T echnology. S he worked as  an IT  S pecialis t for NO AA (National Marine 
F isheries ). J oan met her husband C hris  B arry in C ape C od and they are 
celebrating 50 years  together. T hey have 2 boys , J eff, who is  43, and 
J on who is  40. T hey also have 2 fur babies , B ob and T az , who were 
both rescue dogs . C heck out our next news letter to see these two 
featured in our P ets  of the Month.  

After J oan retired, she moved to F lorida with her family and began 
working at the C harlotte C ounty C ultural C enter as  the L earning P lace 
C oordinator, where she taught Mahjong. J oan also enjoys  many 
hobbies . S he loves  golfing and playing Mahjong, and for seven years  
she was  a member of the C harlotte Harbor Dragon B oat C lub.    

J oan was  raised R oman-C atholic, but decided to become P resbyterian 
in 2006. S he began looking for a P resbyterian C hurch after moving to 
F lorida and found F irs t P resbyterian C hurch was  conveniently in her 
neighborhood. S he began attending and decided it was  a good fit for 
her.  F urthermore, she joined as  a member in 2014.    

J oan became involved with F irs t P res  and was  a R uling E lder for many 
years . S he also served on the P NC  (P astor Nominating C ommittee) and 
helped to bring P r. S yl on board as  our current P astor. S he has  also 



served as  our C lerk of S ess ion, C hairperson of the Outreach 
C ommittee, and C oordinator for the D isas ter C ommittee, as  well as  a 
member of our Bell C hoir, S ound S ystem and F ood P antry volunteer. 

J oan’s  favorite food is  anything with sweet potatoes  on the menu. Her 
absolute favorite vacation destination is  F lorida, and she liked it so 
much that she moved here permanently.  

J oan loves  the community outreach F P C P C  has  through miss ions . S he 
loves  the miss ion work that is  done here at F irs t P res , including projects  
like the F ood P antry, S hoes  F or K ids , S anta R un, S alvation Army, etc. 
S he is  also happy having P r. S yl as  her new P astor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meet our May P et of the Month! 
T he proud owner, S teve Vallillo, often brings  
B onnie by for church vis its . B onnie loves  to 
get dog snacks  from Nancy and loves  to vis it 
her G odparent, P r. S yl. 
 

S end P am a pic ture of your pet to 
pas tors ec retary@fpc pc .c om, and your little friend 

c ould be one of our P ets  of the Month. 
 

 

         



Upc oming  B irthdays  

Nic ole C hris tian - May 2 
S andee P ellerin - May 2 

G illian K nox - May 9 
J azz  Mc L ennon - May 13 
B etania E s teves  - May 14 

Violet Wig ht - May 18 
L averne S inkia - May 22 
E laine Woods  - May 24 
G ay S orens en- May 27 

Norma C ampbell - May 29  
Nora Vermeer - May 31 

 

 

 

Upc oming  Annivers ary  
 

Ambros e & E laine Woods  - May 25 
 

 

        

Do not s ee your name here, c all the c hurc h offic e and let us  know at (941) 625-5045 

CHURCH OFFICIALS & 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 

 B oard of Deac ons  meets  on the firs t Wednesday of the month, at 
1:30 P M. Next meeting: May 1, 2024. 

 Wors hip Arts  C ommittee  meets  on the second Wednesday of 
the month, at 11 AM. Next meeting: May 8, 2024. 

 S c holars hip C ommittee called meeting will be held at 4:45 P M, 
on May 14, 2024. 

 F inanc e C ommittee meets  on the second Monday of each 
month, at 11 AM. Although, exceptionally for May, the meeting will 
be held on T uesday, May 14, 2024, at 11:00 AM. 



 S es s ion  meets  on the third S unday of each month, immediately 
following worship. Next regular meeting: S unday, May 19, 2024, 
at 10:30 AM. 

 C hoir meets  for rehearsal every T hursday at 6 P M. 
 T he C hos en B ible T V-S eries , is  shown every T uesday at 6 P M. 
 B ell R ehears als , meet every Wednesday, at 6 P M. 
 Adult S unday S c hool meets  every S unday, at 8 AM. 
 C hildren’s  S unday s c hool meets  every S unday, during worship 

and after the C hildren’s  B less ing.  

 

 

F E E L ING  C AL L E D T O S E R VE  T HIS  C HUR C H IN ANY  
C AP AC IT Y ?   

We are in desperate need of people to help us  draw our vis ion 
for the future of our church and our webs ites . No experience is  

necessary. E-mail Pastor S yl at pastor@ fpcpc.com. 

Y es , I am here L ord!  

 

 

TRANSPARENCY 

 

mailto:pastor@fpcpc.com?subject=I%20would%20like%20to%20volunteer%20at%20church&body=


 

 

 T he amounts  are usually calculated by our treasurer E lder Ambrose 
Woods , and it is  based on the financial reports  made by our financial 
secretary Ms. J eanne F ell. Although, due to E lder Woods ’ travels , las t 
month the amounts  were calculated by P astor S yl, who did not have all 
the information, and therefore, the amounts  were incorrect. Although E lder 
Woods  is  s till traveling, the amounts  are reflected more accurately this  
time. 

 Although we are still a church in deficit (meaning, more goes out than 
comes in), it is  important to notice that, despite fewer people attending 
services  this  year, we are a community of faithful and generous people. In 
defiance of our numbers  decreas ing, in F ebruary, March and April, the 
offerings  were higher than last year’s . We thank G od for your faithfulness  
and commitment to our minis try. G od bless  all of the generous  hearts . 

 

         



 

P leas e pray for … 

B ernadine & T om Allesee family – safety & health needs  

B arbara E dwards  – health needs                                                                               
F aulk F amily – s trength & comfort                                                                                

G ail G amble – health needs  

J ean Heim – health needs  

R uth Hester – health needs                                                                                             
Mary & Muriel K err – health & s trength needs  

S ue L ittrell – health needs                                                                                                      

Violet L ogan – health needs  
Donna & L oren L ivengood – health needs                                                    

Margorie L otz  – health needs  
B rad Mess ick – health needs  

Mavis  P owell – health needs                                                                                             
O lin S cott – hous ing needs  

Danny Webb – s trength needs  
 

F P C P C  F AMIL Y  - If you know of anyone else who may need our prayers , 
please call the church office at 941-625-5045. Names  will be removed after 
3 months . If you wis h to keep them on the lis t, please call the church office.  

T he F irs t P res byterian C hurc h of P ort C harlotte  is  part of the 
P res byterian C hurc h US A , under the P eac e R iver P res bytery  in F lorida. 

 

 

 

 

 

         

   

 

http://fpcpc.com/
http://pcusa.org/
https://peaceriverpresbytery.org/

