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  TO: 

 
The Mission of First Presbyterian Church of Port Charlotte is:  

To be a beacon in the community by leading all people into a life changing, 

 ever growing relationship with Jesus Christ. 

 
Ministry Staff 

Rev. Terri Jo Crego, Pastor  pastor@fpcpc.com 

Betty Smith, Financial Secretary  bsmith@fpcpc.com 

Tanga Killian, Church Secretary  tanga@fpcpc.com 

Jack Leonard, Facilities Manager  jleonard@fpcpc.com 

Lamont “Butch” Rotert, Custodian 

Judy Prier, Organist   judyprier@comcast.net 

Joan Byron, Music Director               Jfbyron@comcast.net 

 

Session 

                                    Class of 2017:    Sandy Asaro, Rebekah Baird , Ambrose Woods 

Class of 2018:    Barbara Danylak, Nancy Sharpless, Ron Smith 

                                    Class of 2019:    Joan Barry, Gail Gamble, Richard Lund 

 

 

Deacons 

                             Class of 2017:    Doris Coddington, Dottie Messick, Don Phillips, Elaine Woods 

                    Class of 2018:    Dottie Gamble, Pauline Paquin, Laverne Sinkia, Donald Whitmarsh 

                             Class of 2019: Andy Buell, Clarence Diersing, Addie Schaad, Diane Schmidt 

 

 

Trustees 

Richard Lund (President), Ambrose Woods (Treasurer) 

 Sandy Asaro (Secretary), Ron Smith (Finance Committee Elder) 

 

A few weeks ago I arrived at my mom's as I do most other nights, just to be a peaceful and 

loving presence, a helping hand as she gets ready for sleep, and to tuck her into bed (and 

mainly because I love her). Usually we have some laughs, some tender moments, and 

create another memory.  But on that night (and the last few weeks) I didn’t feel so peaceful 

and loving. I have been angry at what happened in Charlottesville and its systemic racist 

roots; I have been angry at all the political rhetoric and its consequences; I have been angry 

that mom has dementia and all its consequences as it progresses; I was angry I didn't make 

it to a conference at Montreat as planned.  I do all the “right” things I believe in that speak 

of peace.  I join in conversations that promote peace and seem to resonate with me; I even 

have a "peace" flag hanging from a post in my carport to remind me as I come and go, to 

live into peace.  But I don't "feel" at peace. 

 

Ever since Christmas, Mom and I have kept her small Christmas tree up in her room. We 

change out the theme about once a month. I didn't know what this month would be until I 

looked at the pile on my table of stuff to put away/deal with and saw some left over 

origami peace cranes a friend had made for me. "Peace...Yea. That's the theme." 
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And so I arrived that night...angry...and 

threw the new lights up then added the 

peace cranes. Done! It looked horrible 

but I didn't care that night. But I was 

done. I'm usually pretty creative and 

almost a perfectionist until I get it right 

for my own sake...but not that night. 
 

The next night I faithfully arrived again, 

still churning inside and saw my mess on 

her tree that looked anything but 

peaceful. I ripped the birds off and then 

the lights and started over. 
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AUGUST 2017 SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
 
 

 FPCPC is hosting Presbytery Regional Gatherings on Wednesday, September 13th. 
 

 Any help with hosting the event by our church family would be appreciated. 
 

 The July 2017 Income was $21,419.16 and Expenses were $30,454.74 
o Our July 2017 income is similar to income a year ago in July 2016 

($21,231.42). 
o Our 2017 Year to Date Income is $196,380.57 and our 2017 Year to Date 

Expenses were $199,922.93 
 

 Our current church membership count is 158 Active Members and 8 Affiliate Members. 
 

 The Annual Review process of our Active Membership Roll is beginning. 
 

 We are seeking additional people to serve as Visiting Shepherds. 
 

 The gate will remain unlocked and open when meetings are taking place in MacHall   
or New Life Center for vehicle and pedestrian traffic. 
 

 Rally Day will take place on September 10th to kick off the new Sunday School year 
and commission the teachers. 
 

 Thank you to all who contributed towards the School Supply Drive. 
o We created and distributed close to 40 bags for children in our community. 

 
 Children and Youth Activity Night has begun on Tuesday nights and is offered in 

combination with Wintergarden Presbyterian Church. 
 

 Our Wednesday night food pantry is now serving 16 families and continuing to grow. 
o We served 133 families in the month of July (increased from 100). 

 
 The Technology Help Program will resume taking place on the first Sunday of each 

month beginning in September. 
 

 A recent mission trip took place involving children, youth, and adults working together 
to serve in Beth-El’s weekly Food Pantry. 
 

 Positive feedback has been heard about the Hymn Sing that recently took place. 
 
 The Session will be hosting the Church Night Social on Wednesday, September 13th. 

o After dinner a Show-and-Tell opportunity will be available for anyone who 
wishes to share something with the group. 
 

 A Visitation Committee is being established and we are seeking people to serve in this 
ministry that involves welcoming new people to our area. 
 

 

 
SPOTLIGHT ON OUR MEMBERS 

 

 

       

 

 Joan Barry was born in Boston but grew up on Cape Cod with her 

three sisters. Her father was a buyer and retailer and owned a gift 

shop. Joan met her husband, Chris, at the beach on Cape Cod when 

she was 14 but they didn’t start dating until she was 19. They 

married in 1974 and Joan considers him her moral compass. 

 

      

 

She and Chris have two boys but are not yet grandparents. “We also have two dogs, Paz and Bob, 

that we rescued about six years ago,” she added. 

 

Joan attended Cape Cod Community College and studied Information Technology. She started 

out as a secretary and then became an Information Technician for the National Marine Fisheries 

Service. She worked there for 23 years. “I’m actually semi-retired because I still work part-time, 

under government contract,” she said. Chris is a retired warehouse supervisor. 

 

Joan has a busy life with volunteer work at the FPCPC Food Pantry. Additionally, she recently 

completed the SHINE program training to become a credentialed Medicare counselor to assist the 

elderly. “I’ve taken and passed all the tests and I’m waiting for my credentials to arrive,” she said.  

 

Her hobbies include golf and Mah-Jong. She teaches Mah-Jong at the Cultural Center. One of her 

favorite activities is belonging to the Dragon Boat Club. The group practices and races 20- man 

dragon boats to raise money for local charities. “The dragon boats will race again at Laishley 

Park during the last week in October,” she said. 

 

Joan also likes to travel. She went to Cuba last year. “I really enjoyed old Havana. It reminded me 

of the north end of Boston in the 1960’s. I felt safe and the people were walking around and 

talking to each other. There were many old cars,” she said. They plan to travel to Costa Rica this 

coming winter.  

 

Joan joined FPCPC in 2014. “I like the small congregation. I find it amazing that the church has 

so many activities for a small church. I feel a real sense of community at FPCPC,” she said. 

 

A life lesson that Joan tries to live by is that, “What goes around, comes around.” Advice Joan 

would give to youth is to take all the opportunities they have to get a good education and then to 

continue to learn. “You can read and learn on your own, too. You can be self-taught,” she 

concluded.                                                         By Kathy Bruyere 
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                                                                                                         Continued from page 1 

And while I'm in no way as prolific as my colleagues and friends who stand up for justice 

and what is authentic whole peace, it hit me as I put the lights back up (while barking at 

my mom) how I need to find ways to be at peace if I am going to impact anything/anyone 

beyond myself. And so I slowed down, and more carefully, thoughtfully, and beautifully 

(if one can do that with lights) put up the strings of yellow lights. 

 

I stopped to check on her and then breathed. And maybe that was my shift. I returned to 

the lights then placed the peace cranes up and then added a last minute idea – white 

feathers. 

 

After the lights were turned off, we sat in silence, mesmerized by our little tree. And for a 

moment, and even an hour...all was and is well in our little world, though surrounded by 

reminders of a memory care clinic and the news feed popping up on my phone of more 

things that are painful and wrong. 

 

But for that night, I was at peace as I gazed at the tree next to my loving mom who only 

ever showed me love and peace. We sat in silence, until mom said, “I still think it needs a 

dove at the top.” I thought we were finished, but now all I can see is the next step of 

adding a dove.  And perhaps I am not finished...tomorrow is a new day to live out my life 

in ways that foster wholeness, love and peace.  Tomorrow is a new day that may not 

bring a feeling of “peace,” but the next step to act in ways that remind me of wholeness, 

love and peace.  And so tonight, I will buy that dove and stop barking, even if I don’t feel 

like it.  And tomorrow I will intentionally choose to act in ways that remind me of peace.  

Then perhaps, in this little corner of the world, there will be something that resembles 

love.         Rev. Terri Jo Crego 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP 
 

 

WE ARE… 

created for a purpose… 

 called to be disciples of Jesus Christ… 

  receivers of God’s mercy and grace… 

   people who love our neighbors as ourselves… 

a church that prays, reaches out, visits, comforts, consoles, and shares the good news of Christ… 

 a missional church… 

  a solid and strong congregation… 

each blessed with time, talents, and treasures. 

 

Each person’s time, talents, and treasures are needed to support our church in doing God’s work.  

Even as a Pastor’s young child, I understood that I needed to support the church with my time, 

talents, and especially limited treasures.  I gave within my limited resources at the time.  As I grew 

older, I clearly understood why giving of treasures was so important.  I gave more.  Not only is the 

church committed to missions, there is the operational side of the church that many people do not 

think about.  There is building maintenance, repairs, power bills, water bills, property taxes, 

insurance, staff salaries, grounds maintenance, computers, communications, media, printing, 

supplies, Presbytery expenses, and on and on. 

 

Our primary focus is: to be a beacon in the community by leading all people into a life 

changing, every growing relationship with Jesus Christ. We feed the hungry, we give hope, and 

help bring peace to the troubled.  We have many children, youth, and adult programs. We have 

numerous fellowship opportunities and we have meaningful worship services.  

 

Along with doing God’s work, we have expenses to cover.  Not only is year-end giving important, 

everyone’s weekly and monthly support of our missions and operating expenses is important for 

being a solid and strong congregation. 

 

There are many ways to make your offering. You can give by placing cash or check in the offering 

plate, use your bank’s online bill pay to send a payment to the church, setup an Electronic Funds 

Transfer from your savings or checking account, make a gift of stock or other securities, remember 

the church in your will as part of your legacy and estate planning. 

 

Your gifts of time, talents, and treasures, no matter the size, are truly appreciated.  We are blessed 

and grateful for everyone’s support of our church. 

       Ambrose E. Woods 

       Treasurer 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 
CABBAGE KEY CRUISE AND LUNCH 

Thursday, September 7th 

8:00 a.m. 

Meet at the Church 

Join us on a cruise to cabbage Key along with lunch. Meet at the church at 8:00 a.m. to 

carpool to Fisherman’s Village. The cruise begins at 9:00 a.m. and returns between            

4-5:00 p.m. The cost is $36.95 plus the cost of lunch/beverage. RSVP to Jan Baker.   

 

 

 

 



      

                                     FOOD PANTRY 

1st & 3rd Tuesday of the month 

 9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. 

and the 

 2nd   Wednesday of the month  

5:00 p.m.–7:00 p.m. 

 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH ACTIVITES 

Tuesday Evenings 

4:45 p.m.- 6:00 p.m. 

New Life Center & Music Suite 

Our children and youth activities have shifted from our daytime summer events to our 

evening weekly events.  Children and youth in 3rd grade and above are invited to join us 

Tuesday evenings for fellowship and fun. We begin our time together around the snack 

table.  After that we get to do different activities on different weeks.  Our summer Drum 

Circle has returned, and we also rotate activities such as Baking, Arts & Crafts, Service 

Projects, and Games.   

We are delighted that children, youth, and leaders from Wintergarden Presbyterian Church 

are joining us for our Tuesday night activities too.  Stay tuned for updates on exciting things 

that are continuing to happen with our children and youth. 

 

THANK YOU 

Thank you for your support with our recent school supply drive.  With your donations, 

children and youth were able to assemble almost 40 bags with such items as paper, pencils, 

pens, highlighters crayons, scissors, glue, and more.  We setup a distribution center on our 

church grounds and distributed the supply bags to children, youth, and families before 

students returned to school.  The smiles on everyone’s faces and their words of gratitude 

showed how much they appreciated receiving these much needed supplies to begin the 

school year.  This could not have happened without your generosity, so thank you once 

again for your part in the school supply drive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
At the grocery store people usually ask why I need sixty cans of Chef Boyardee or thirty boxes of 

tissues. My standard answer is” I do the shopping for my church’s food pantry.” That leads to the 

question of which food pantry. As I was checking out a food order at Winn Dixie last week my 

answer of the “First Presbyterian Church on Hariet Street” brought the bagger to a halt. She looked 

at me and said, “Thank you. My husband has been sick and can’t work and we can barely pay our 

bills. I came to your food pantry two months ago.  We wouldn’t have had enough food for the 

month if it hadn’t been for your food pantry. Bless You.” First Presbyterian is doing good work in 

our community, just ask the people in the community. 

August sets a new record for the number of households served in one month: 136! Every time we 

are open we have new households register, especially at our Wednesday evening Food Pantry. On 

Wednesday evenings we continue to get about 16 households. There seems to be a core ten to 

fourteen but we always register at least two new households. Daytime Tuesdays continue to run 60-

65 households each time. 

Wondering what to bring? We are one of the few places that distributes paper goods – tissues, paper 

towels and the important toilet paper. Look for the BOGOS at Publix and the buy one, get one free 

at Winn Dixie. We give out just about everything except for fresh produce and items that have to be 

refrigerated. Thanks for your continued support.                                            By Nancy Sharpless 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH NIGHT SOCIAL AND “SHOW AND TELL” PROGRAM 

Wednesday, September 13th 

5:30 p.m. 

New Life Center 
Please join the Session as they host the September 13th church night social.  It is a traditional pot 

luck dinner.  Bring a dish or two to share with everyone. 

Everyone is also encouraged to bring something from home that tells a story from your life.  Most 

of us remember “show and tell” from our much younger days.  We learned a lot in kindergarten 

and we want to learn about an important part of your life.  After dinner we will have “show and 

tell.”  If too shy to “show and tell,” come enjoy hearing from others.  Bring an object (a picture, a 

baseball, your wedding ring…) and share your story with us (MAX of 5 minutes so all will have an 

opportunity).  It will be a fun night! 

 

http://clipartall.com/clipart/5478-food-pantry-clipart.html


 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

         

 

ADVENT DEVOTIONAL:  WRITERS WANTED 

It’s hard to believe, but we are going to talk about Advent in September!  Well, 

only in the Beacon and we will wait until December to talk about it in worship. 

 

“Advent” means “coming” or “arrival.” During the season of Advent, we celebrate 

Christ’s coming into the world and watch with expectant hope for his coming 

again. In its historical origins, the season of Advent was patterned after the season 

of Lent, a six-week period of penitence and preparation for Easter. Similarly, the 

four weeks of Advent present an opportunity for communal discernment and 

personal examination, as the church prepares to celebrate the Nativity of the Lord 

and looks with hope for Christ’s return. 

 

One way we have offered to help folks prepare to celebrate is through use of an 

Advent devotional.  This year we are recruiting 23 writers as we will make our own 

devotional that will be shared with the congregation.  Each devotion will be 

between 250-300 words (max) and include a 1-3 sentence prayer.  You are also 

encouraged to submit an original digital image that will be included. 

 

To help us all do that, there are two meetings scheduled which we hope you will be 

able to attend at least one or the other.  In those meeting we will give the overall 

theme and a few hints about writing and other specifics.    Let Rev. Terri Jo know 

if you are interested in writing and attend one of these meetings:  

Tuesday, September 19 at 6:00 p.m.  Wednesday, September 20 at 11:00 a.m. 

 

You don’t have to be the world’s best writer.  Devotions come from the head and 

the heart and it will be meaningful to have our church family create our own 

devotional.  And so, we encourage you to take part in this project.   

 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE PRESBYTERIAN? 

                                   WHAT IS DISTINCTIVE ABOUT PRESBYTERIANISM? 

                                   A New Series of 4 Evening Classes on Wednesdays 

                               Sept 27th, Oct 4th, Oct 11th, Oct. 18th 

                             5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. 

                            Conference Room 
      If you are a visitor or new to FPCPC, grew up without a church, grew up in another faith 

tradition or are a “cradle Presbyterian,” this class is for you.  We’ll start with an overview of 

Christian history in order to locate the Presbyterian branch of the family tree alongside 

Catholics, Lutherans and Baptists, discussing generally what these groups have in common and 

how they differ. 

      We’ll then focus on Presbyterian beliefs about God (Presbyterian theology) and how 

Presbyterians interpret scripture.  We’ll see how our theology is the scaffolding under 

everything:  our Sunday morning worship (e.g., the language, liturgy, music and sacraments), the 

governance of the church (e.g., the responsibilities of pastor, session, deacons and members) and 

our spiritual practices (e.g., prayer, study, hospitality and stewardship).  Ultimately, we’ll talk 

about how our theology shapes our view of humanity, the world, and our mission which is to 

share the gospel and to lift up the poor and the downtrodden.  Come discover or revisit what you 

inherit when you belong to the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A).  This class will give you new 

insight into what it means at FPCPC to grow with God.   

      Led by guest teacher, the Rev. Victoria Millar who herself grew up without a church.  She is 

a graduate of Princeton Theological Seminary who served as a pastor in churches in IL and WI 

before moving to Venice, FL in 2015.  Occasionally a guest in the pulpit when Pastor Terri Jo is 

out of town, she finds the FPCPC congregation to be warm, smart and spiritually hungry which 

are three of her favorite qualities.  

 
PEACE RIVER PRESBYTERIAN REGIONAL GATHERING 

Wednesday, September 13th 

9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Lunch at noon 

MacDonald Hall 

Peace River Presbytery’s Fall Gathering is meeting at our church in September.  There are 3 

gatherings in the presbytery, each based on church size (small, medium and large).  Robert Hay, 

the ministry Relations Officer for the Presbyterian Foundation will be presenting a workshop 

entitled “Radical Generosity,” to explore what that looks like, particularly in churches of our 

size.  Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend.  Lunch reservations ($10.00) are required 

and are to be made with Tanga in the church office no later than September 8th. 

    

 



 

 

 ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

INTO THE WORLD:  THE ACTS OF THE 

APOSTLES 

Wednesdays 

5:30 p.m. 

 Conference Room 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
Abraham/Sarah Circle 

Tuesdays, beginning September 5th 

1:30 p.m. 

Conference Room 
Join us as we begin our new study of "Cloud of Witnesses."  We meet every first 

Tuesday of the month in the Conference Room at 1:30 p.m. 

 

Dorcas Circle 

Tuesdays, beginning September 5th 

7:00 p.m. 

Conference Room 
Join us as begin our new year of study.  We meet every first Tuesday of the month in 

the Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 We will continue our Bible study of the book of Acts on Wednesday evenings in the Conference 

Room. We hope you join us. 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

INTO THE WORLD: THE ACTS OF THE 

APOSTLES 

Wednesdays 

5:30 p.m. 

Conference Room 

 

 

 

SMART PHONE HELP 

Sunday, September 3rd 

Conference Room 

11:15 a.m. 

All are invited to bring their smart phones to the Conference Room on Sunday,  

September 3rd.  Children, youth, and adults will be available to answer your questions 

about the phones.  This technology help will take place on the first Sunday of each 

month in September – December. 
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We are delighted that children, youth, and leaders from Wintergarden Presbyterian Church 

are joining us for our Tuesday night activities too.  Stay tuned for updates on exciting things 

that are continuing to happen with our children and youth. 

 

THANK YOU 

Thank you for your support with our recent school supply drive.  With your donations, 

children and youth were able to assemble almost 40 bags with such items as paper, pencils, 

pens, highlighters crayons, scissors, glue, and more.  We setup a distribution center on our 

church grounds and distributed the supply bags to children, youth, and families before 

students returned to school.  The smiles on everyone’s faces and their words of gratitude 

showed how much they appreciated receiving these much needed supplies to begin the 

school year.  This could not have happened without your generosity, so thank you once 

again for your part in the school supply drive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
At the grocery store people usually ask why I need sixty cans of Chef Boyardee or thirty boxes of 

tissues. My standard answer is” I do the shopping for my church’s food pantry.” That leads to the 

question of which food pantry. As I was checking out a food order at Winn Dixie last week my 

answer of the “First Presbyterian Church on Hariet Street” brought the bagger to a halt. She looked 

at me and said, “Thank you. My husband has been sick and can’t work and we can barely pay our 

bills. I came to your food pantry two months ago.  We wouldn’t have had enough food for the 

month if it hadn’t been for your food pantry. Bless You.” First Presbyterian is doing good work in 

our community, just ask the people in the community. 

August sets a new record for the number of households served in one month: 136! Every time we 

are open we have new households register, especially at our Wednesday evening Food Pantry. On 

Wednesday evenings we continue to get about 16 households. There seems to be a core ten to 

fourteen but we always register at least two new households. Daytime Tuesdays continue to run 60-

65 households each time. 

Wondering what to bring? We are one of the few places that distributes paper goods – tissues, paper 

towels and the important toilet paper. Look for the BOGOS at Publix and the buy one, get one free 

at Winn Dixie. We give out just about everything except for fresh produce and items that have to be 

refrigerated. Thanks for your continued support.                                            By Nancy Sharpless 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH NIGHT SOCIAL AND “SHOW AND TELL” PROGRAM 

Wednesday, September 13th 

5:30 p.m. 

New Life Center 
Please join the Session as they host the September 13th church night social.  It is a traditional pot 

luck dinner.  Bring a dish or two to share with everyone. 

Everyone is also encouraged to bring something from home that tells a story from your life.  Most 

of us remember “show and tell” from our much younger days.  We learned a lot in kindergarten 

and we want to learn about an important part of your life.  After dinner we will have “show and 

tell.”  If too shy to “show and tell,” come enjoy hearing from others.  Bring an object (a picture, a 

baseball, your wedding ring…) and share your story with us (MAX of 5 minutes so all will have an 

opportunity).  It will be a fun night! 

 

http://clipartall.com/clipart/5478-food-pantry-clipart.html


 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

    

                                                                                                         Continued from page 1 

And while I'm in no way as prolific as my colleagues and friends who stand up for justice 

and what is authentic whole peace, it hit me as I put the lights back up (while barking at 

my mom) how I need to find ways to be at peace if I am going to impact anything/anyone 

beyond myself. And so I slowed down, and more carefully, thoughtfully, and beautifully 

(if one can do that with lights) put up the strings of yellow lights. 

 

I stopped to check on her and then breathed. And maybe that was my shift. I returned to 

the lights then placed the peace cranes up and then added a last minute idea – white 

feathers. 

 

After the lights were turned off, we sat in silence, mesmerized by our little tree. And for a 

moment, and even an hour...all was and is well in our little world, though surrounded by 

reminders of a memory care clinic and the news feed popping up on my phone of more 

things that are painful and wrong. 

 

But for that night, I was at peace as I gazed at the tree next to my loving mom who only 

ever showed me love and peace. We sat in silence, until mom said, “I still think it needs a 

dove at the top.” I thought we were finished, but now all I can see is the next step of 

adding a dove.  And perhaps I am not finished...tomorrow is a new day to live out my life 

in ways that foster wholeness, love and peace.  Tomorrow is a new day that may not 

bring a feeling of “peace,” but the next step to act in ways that remind me of wholeness, 

love and peace.  And so tonight, I will buy that dove and stop barking, even if I don’t feel 

like it.  And tomorrow I will intentionally choose to act in ways that remind me of peace.  

Then perhaps, in this little corner of the world, there will be something that resembles 

love.         Rev. Terri Jo Crego 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP 
 

 

WE ARE… 

created for a purpose… 

 called to be disciples of Jesus Christ… 

  receivers of God’s mercy and grace… 

   people who love our neighbors as ourselves… 

a church that prays, reaches out, visits, comforts, consoles, and shares the good news of Christ… 

 a missional church… 

  a solid and strong congregation… 

each blessed with time, talents, and treasures. 

 

Each person’s time, talents, and treasures are needed to support our church in doing God’s work.  

Even as a Pastor’s young child, I understood that I needed to support the church with my time, 

talents, and especially limited treasures.  I gave within my limited resources at the time.  As I grew 

older, I clearly understood why giving of treasures was so important.  I gave more.  Not only is the 

church committed to missions, there is the operational side of the church that many people do not 

think about.  There is building maintenance, repairs, power bills, water bills, property taxes, 

insurance, staff salaries, grounds maintenance, computers, communications, media, printing, 

supplies, Presbytery expenses, and on and on. 

 

Our primary focus is: to be a beacon in the community by leading all people into a life 

changing, every growing relationship with Jesus Christ. We feed the hungry, we give hope, and 

help bring peace to the troubled.  We have many children, youth, and adult programs. We have 

numerous fellowship opportunities and we have meaningful worship services.  

 

Along with doing God’s work, we have expenses to cover.  Not only is year-end giving important, 

everyone’s weekly and monthly support of our missions and operating expenses is important for 

being a solid and strong congregation. 

 

There are many ways to make your offering. You can give by placing cash or check in the offering 

plate, use your bank’s online bill pay to send a payment to the church, setup an Electronic Funds 

Transfer from your savings or checking account, make a gift of stock or other securities, remember 

the church in your will as part of your legacy and estate planning. 

 

Your gifts of time, talents, and treasures, no matter the size, are truly appreciated.  We are blessed 

and grateful for everyone’s support of our church. 

       Ambrose E. Woods 

       Treasurer 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 
CABBAGE KEY CRUISE AND LUNCH 

Thursday, September 7th 

8:00 a.m. 

Meet at the Church 

Join us on a cruise to cabbage Key along with lunch. Meet at the church at 8:00 a.m. to 

carpool to Fisherman’s Village. The cruise begins at 9:00 a.m. and returns between            

4-5:00 p.m. The cost is $36.95 plus the cost of lunch/beverage. RSVP to Jan Baker.   

 

 

 

 



  

 

AUGUST 2017 SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
 
 

 FPCPC is hosting Presbytery Regional Gatherings on Wednesday, September 13th. 
 

 Any help with hosting the event by our church family would be appreciated. 
 

 The July 2017 Income was $21,419.16 and Expenses were $30,454.74 
o Our July 2017 income is similar to income a year ago in July 2016 

($21,231.42). 
o Our 2017 Year to Date Income is $196,380.57 and our 2017 Year to Date 

Expenses were $199,922.93 
 

 Our current church membership count is 158 Active Members and 8 Affiliate Members. 
 

 The Annual Review process of our Active Membership Roll is beginning. 
 

 We are seeking additional people to serve as Visiting Shepherds. 
 

 The gate will remain unlocked and open when meetings are taking place in MacHall   
or New Life Center for vehicle and pedestrian traffic. 
 

 Rally Day will take place on September 10th to kick off the new Sunday School year 
and commission the teachers. 
 

 Thank you to all who contributed towards the School Supply Drive. 
o We created and distributed close to 40 bags for children in our community. 

 
 Children and Youth Activity Night has begun on Tuesday nights and is offered in 

combination with Wintergarden Presbyterian Church. 
 

 Our Wednesday night food pantry is now serving 16 families and continuing to grow. 
o We served 133 families in the month of July (increased from 100). 

 
 The Technology Help Program will resume taking place on the first Sunday of each 

month beginning in September. 
 

 A recent mission trip took place involving children, youth, and adults working together 
to serve in Beth-El’s weekly Food Pantry. 
 

 Positive feedback has been heard about the Hymn Sing that recently took place. 
 
 The Session will be hosting the Church Night Social on Wednesday, September 13th. 

o After dinner a Show-and-Tell opportunity will be available for anyone who 
wishes to share something with the group. 
 

 A Visitation Committee is being established and we are seeking people to serve in this 
ministry that involves welcoming new people to our area. 
 

 

 
SPOTLIGHT ON OUR MEMBERS 

 

 

       

 

 Joan Barry was born in Boston but grew up on Cape Cod with her 

three sisters. Her father was a buyer and retailer and owned a gift 

shop. Joan met her husband, Chris, at the beach on Cape Cod when 

she was 14 but they didn’t start dating until she was 19. They 

married in 1974 and Joan considers him her moral compass. 

 

      

 

She and Chris have two boys but are not yet grandparents. “We also have two dogs, Paz and Bob, 

that we rescued about six years ago,” she added. 

 

Joan attended Cape Cod Community College and studied Information Technology. She started 

out as a secretary and then became an Information Technician for the National Marine Fisheries 

Service. She worked there for 23 years. “I’m actually semi-retired because I still work part-time, 

under government contract,” she said. Chris is a retired warehouse supervisor. 

 

Joan has a busy life with volunteer work at the FPCPC Food Pantry. Additionally, she recently 

completed the SHINE program training to become a credentialed Medicare counselor to assist the 

elderly. “I’ve taken and passed all the tests and I’m waiting for my credentials to arrive,” she said.  

 

Her hobbies include golf and Mah-Jong. She teaches Mah-Jong at the Cultural Center. One of her 

favorite activities is belonging to the Dragon Boat Club. The group practices and races 20- man 

dragon boats to raise money for local charities. “The dragon boats will race again at Laishley 

Park during the last week in October,” she said. 

 

Joan also likes to travel. She went to Cuba last year. “I really enjoyed old Havana. It reminded me 

of the north end of Boston in the 1960’s. I felt safe and the people were walking around and 

talking to each other. There were many old cars,” she said. They plan to travel to Costa Rica this 

coming winter.  

 

Joan joined FPCPC in 2014. “I like the small congregation. I find it amazing that the church has 

so many activities for a small church. I feel a real sense of community at FPCPC,” she said. 

 

A life lesson that Joan tries to live by is that, “What goes around, comes around.” Advice Joan 

would give to youth is to take all the opportunities they have to get a good education and then to 

continue to learn. “You can read and learn on your own, too. You can be self-taught,” she 

concluded.                                                         By Kathy Bruyere 

       

 

 

 

 Joan Barry 
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A few weeks ago I arrived at my mom's as I do most other nights, just to be a peaceful and 

loving presence, a helping hand as she gets ready for sleep, and to tuck her into bed (and 

mainly because I love her). Usually we have some laughs, some tender moments, and 

create another memory.  But on that night (and the last few weeks) I didn’t feel so peaceful 

and loving. I have been angry at what happened in Charlottesville and its systemic racist 

roots; I have been angry at all the political rhetoric and its consequences; I have been angry 

that mom has dementia and all its consequences as it progresses; I was angry I didn't make 

it to a conference at Montreat as planned.  I do all the “right” things I believe in that speak 

of peace.  I join in conversations that promote peace and seem to resonate with me; I even 

have a "peace" flag hanging from a post in my carport to remind me as I come and go, to 

live into peace.  But I don't "feel" at peace. 

 

Ever since Christmas, Mom and I have kept her small Christmas tree up in her room. We 

change out the theme about once a month. I didn't know what this month would be until I 

looked at the pile on my table of stuff to put away/deal with and saw some left over 

origami peace cranes a friend had made for me. "Peace...Yea. That's the theme." 
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And so I arrived that night...angry...and 

threw the new lights up then added the 

peace cranes. Done! It looked horrible 

but I didn't care that night. But I was 

done. I'm usually pretty creative and 

almost a perfectionist until I get it right 

for my own sake...but not that night. 
 

The next night I faithfully arrived again, 

still churning inside and saw my mess on 

her tree that looked anything but 

peaceful. I ripped the birds off and then 

the lights and started over. 
 

 

Continued on page 3 
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