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Session
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Easter Greetings
Churches across the country (and in other places in the world)
almost all begin their Easter Sunday with:
Alleluia! He has risen! He has risen indeed!
It is the traditional Easter greeting given as the leader joyfully
proclaims the good news that is theologically at the center of
our faith: Jesus Christ has risen!
The congregation exuberantly responds to the good news saying, “He has risen indeed!” In
some countries, the greeting is followed by three kisses of peace on the cheek; but that tradition
wasn’t passed on to many of our western protestant churches (thankfully, some of you may add).
The greeting is based on the Jesus’ resurrected appearance to Simon Peter in a quiet, nontriumphal way (Luke 24:34). The alleluia resounded, but there were no trumpet fanfares at the
time. There were no Easter bells peeling. There wasn’t an organ playing “Jesus Christ is Risen
Today” motivating us to stand and sing with our whole being. But a new song of Alleluia was
being written in the quiet of the garden.
Sometimes, perhaps our alleluias are most authentically expressed in the simple, everyday
contexts of our lives; in ways that spring to life, leaving behind ALL that was dead or
cumbersome – leaving behind all that held us back….and we walk on….forever changed with a
story to tell that has been woven into our own.
Paul Hooker, a friend and former colleague writes,
“perhaps, the truest proclamation of Easter is not triumphal-ist
…… but understated,
not ponderous…..
…….. but quietly quickened.”
As we prepare for Easter in the remaining days of Lent, may we find non-distractive times to
clear our minds and our hearts, our ears and our eyes, that we might let go of all that deadens us
and embrace God’s promises, seeing, hearing, knowing, believing and being quickened to new
abundant life.
As we face death, whether our own or that of a loved one, we can now trust that one day….one
day….we too will have life again. As we face brokenness, we can now trust that one day…..one
day….we will be whole again. As we face sorrow, loneliness, and barrenness, we can now trust
that we too will one day…..one day, find joy again, community and be filled.
That is good news! And whether we proclaim our authentic alleluias with a loud trumpet, or

we say them in the quiet of the night, we can be confident that God hears us, loves us and
that Christ’s resurrection is for us too.
Jesus Christ has risen…….
Rev. Terri Jo Crego

SPOTLIGHT ON OUR MEMBERS
BRAD MESSICK
Who would have guessed that Brad Messick was a cook and baker for 12
years when he served in the US Navy? “I once baked and decorated a cake in
the image of the USS John F. Kennedy aircraft carrier. The admiral really
liked it,” Brad said.
Brad entered the Navy in October 1966 after graduating high school from
Interboro High School in Pennsylvania. He served as a cook shore side and on
carriers, destroyers and “tenders.” Brad explained that tenders are boats that
deliver supplies to other boats and ships.
After his stint in the Navy, Brad worked security for more than 20 years for
two different security companies.
Brad isn’t originally from this area. He was born in New York. “I was born near the Canadian
border and just kept moving south. My father was a minister and we moved where he was assigned,”
he said. From New York they moved to Pennsylvania. He married his wife, Dottie and they lived in
Delaware where Dottie had lived.
Dottie and Brad met while they both belonged to the Radio Emergency Communication
Association. Brad was president of that organization for 17 years. Dottie and Brad knew each other
for seven years before they started to date. “Dottie was my base station when I was on patrol. We got
married in 1987,” he explained.
Dottie and Brad joined the Middletown, PA Presbyterian Church in 1987. They have eight
children from previous marriages. Also, they have seven grandchildren and five great grandchildren.
All of them still live up north.
Brad and Dottie came to Port Charlotte in 1998 from Delaware for vacation and to visit Brad’s
friend from the Navy. They loved the area. Brad was able to transfer to Port Charlotte with his
security company so they returned to take up residence here. They found housing immediately and
they still live in the same house. Brad and Dottie joined FPCPC in 1999 by transferring their
membership from the Pennsylvania church.
You can see Brad helping out at just about every church event. “I love helping the people for
functions at the church. I love the work for the Lord’s house,” he said. Brad has been president of the
choir for 17 years. He has served as an Elder for four years and is the director of the veterans group.
Brad does the set up for communion and the scheduling of servers. Along with Jack Leonard, Brad
works the sound systems for the church service and other events. Brad and Jack built the media booth
together.
Brad is currently preparing the grounds for Easter by trimming the palms and picking up debris. “I
want the grounds to look especially nice for Easter,” he said. Outside of church, Brad has volunteered
the past two years to play Santa Claus for the Parkside Community Santa Claus Run. Last year, the
group gave out 300 gifts to children in the Parkside community. “It makes me feel good to give gifts
to children who probably wouldn’t get anything for Christmas,” he said. A life lesson Brad has
learned is to be grateful. “Every day I wake up and thank God I am not looking over somebody’s
shoulder reading my own obituary. I want to continue to work, especially the Lord’s work,” he
concluded.
By Kathy Bruyere

MARCH 2017 SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS















Youth Amina Lee was joyfully received into church membership by Profession of
Faith.
Elders were trained by Charmaine Ponkratz on how to lead effective committee
meetings.
Our church will be hosting a Presbytery-Wide event on May 2nd about Safe Churches.
We currently have 158 Active Members and 8 Affiliate Members.
The 2017 Budget has been approved by Session.
February 2017 Income was $31,938.78 and Expenses were $26,318.89
The Thrift Store which has been offered at our church on Saturdays has closed.
We have raised the funds to repair the truss in the New Life Center and construction
will begin soon.
The Sunday School curriculum has been approved for the Elementary & Worship
Readiness classes.
On Easter Sunday, April 16, the Sunrise Service is at 6:45 a.m. in the Memorial
Gardens, and the Traditional Service is at 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary.
An Easter Egg hunt will take place on Easter Morning during the 9:00 a.m. Sunday
School hour for children & youth.
The “Hands Across the Harbor” recently donated food for our pantry.
A Technology Training event will take place on April 2nd after the Worship
Service. The topic will focus on basic skills for operating a cell phone and all are
invited.

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEEETING/CORPORATION HIGHLIGHTS


The 2017 Nominating Committee is comprised of the following 5 members:
Ron Smith (Elder), Ambrose Woods (Elder), Dottie Messick (Deacon), Theresa
Rucker (Member at Large), and Natalie Wannamaker (Member at Large)
 The 2017 Trustees are as follows:
Richard Lund (President), Ron Smith (Vice President), Ambrose Woods
(Treasurer), Sandy Asaro (Secretary), Bob Hull (Member at Large, Class of
2017), and Clarence Diersing (Member at Large, Class of 2018)
2016 End of Year Financials, 2016 Committee Reports, and 2017 Budget were present.

WELCOME NEW MEMBER
AMINA LEE
At our March Session meeting, Amina Lee joined FPCPC
by Profession of Faith. She is a senior at Charlotte High
School in Punta Gorda and her future plans include
beginning college in the fall. She is considering pursuing
a career in Social Work, particularly after her experiences
here at church. Amina is a vital mentor and positive role
model for our younger participants at church, leading them
in Bible study, fellowship and service. She is also on the
Christian Education Committee and offers her wisdom,
creativity and joy. Amina occasionally helps lead worship
with liturgy and music. At the Session meeting, Terri Jo
said, “Amina is one of the most mature young people I
know, who can relate well with people of all ages; young
and the old.” We joyfully welcome Amina into our
covenant relationship as a member!

ADULT BIBLE STUDY
INTO THE WORLD: THE ACTS OF THE
APOSTLES
Wednesdays
5:30 p.m.
Conference Room
We will continue our Bible study of the book of Acts on Wednesday evenings in the
Conference Room. Mark Allen Powel writes:
The book of Acts has everything but dinosaurs. It’s got earthquakes, shipwrecks,
avenging angels, harrowing escapes, riots, murder plots, political intrigue, courtroom
drama, and so much more. The book of Acts tells the story of the early Christian
church with all the flair of an exciting adventure novel. Things start out rather calm
– constant prayer and some business to attend to – then the Holy Spirit comes roaring
into the room.
Catch the wind of the same spirit that brings renewed life to us today. We will look at key
personalities, review their activities, reflect on their meaning, and explore their message to
the Church today.

Holy Week Schedule
Palm Sunday
April 9, 2017
10:00 a.m.
Worship Service
with palm branch processional

Maundy Thursday
April 13, 2017
6:00 p.m.
Joint Worship Service
at Wintergarden Presbyterian Church
18305 Wintergarden Ave.

Good Friday
April 14, 2017
Noon
Joint Worship Service
At First Presbyterian Church Port Charlotte
with Wintergarden Pres. Church

Easter Sunday
April 16, 2017
6:45 a.m. Sunrise Service
9:00 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt
10:00 a.m. Traditional Service
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Passion Palm Sunday begins Holy Week, a time in the church year when we remember
how Christ gave his life in love for the world. As this service opens, the crowd waves
palm branches, wanting to crown Jesus as king. But as the story of the passion unfolds,
their shouts of praise turn to demands for his crucifixion he receives a crown of thorns
as he is handed over to be mocked and killed.
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Maundy Thursday begins the Three Days or Triduum , remembering the new
commandment that Christ gave us in word and deed as he taught us how to love one
another, washing our feet as a servant. We also celebrate the Lord’s Supper,
remembering the meal Christ shared with his disciples before his death.
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Good riday is the day we remember Jesus’ crucifixion. The hours of noon to 3 p.m. are
particularly significant as these commemorate the time Jesus hung on the cross. It is an
especially important time to pray for the church and the world, and all for whom Christ
gave his life.
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The festival of the Resurrection of the Lord or Easter Sunday is the center of the
Christian year. n this occasion the church joyfully proclaims the good news that is at
the very heart of the gospel that Jesus Christ is risen from the dead.
unrise er i e at

CHANCEL CHOIR
This Lenten Season is filled with beautiful music: some familiar, some new with a special
presentation on April 2nd of “ Sacred Head, Now Wounded” with our guest cellist, Ann Alton.
We meet on Wednesday evenings from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. to learn new music, sing some wellknown pieces and have a lot of fun. If you would be willing to join us, all you have to do is have a
love of singing. You can contact me at jfbyron@comcast.net. Joan Byron, Music Director

VETERANS MEETING and SPECIAL DINNER
Thursday, April 20th
4:00 p.m.
Conference Room
The Veterans Group will have their April meeting on the 20th in the Conference Room at 10 a.m. The
widows of Vets are invited as well. We want all of you to get the word out about our Memorial Day
Picnic, which is May 29th at noon in MacDonald Hall. Start thinking about who and what you will be
bringing.

CEDARKIRK SUMMER CAMP REGISTRATION IS OPEN AND CHANGES LIVES!
Are you looking for a summer program for your child that will provide him or her with opportunities
for spiritual, physical, and social growth? Cedarkirk offers small-group, residential camp programs
that allow children and youth to explore, learn, and just be themselves. Besides being fun, summer
camps help kids: improve confidence and self-esteem; learn a new skill; improve critical thinking
and decision-making abilities; experience the wonder of the natural world; learn to live and work as
part of a community; and connect with God in a place where earnest discussions and honest
dialogue allow them to make their faith their own. Send your camper to Cedarkirk this summer to
discover how a single summer can last a lifetime! Visit www.cedarkirk.org

BREAKFAST BUNCH
Thursday, April 6th & 27th
8:00 a.m.
MacDonald Hall
All men and women are invited to join us on Thursday, April 6th and Thursday, April 27th at 8:00 a.m.
for breakfast. Formerly known as the Men’s Breakfast, our scope is widening and all are encouraged
to attend. Meet in Mac Hall for some delicious breakfast and fellowship which will be followed by a
special speaker making a presentation. On April 6th, Rev. Kathy Dain, Executive Director of Beth-El
Farm Worker Ministries, will speak about the work and ministry of Beth-El. On Thursday, April 27th,
Rev. Terri Jo Crego will speak. See you there!

“T

K R ” DUL U D Y C OOL CL
Sundays
9:00 a.m.
Parlor
Who Are the Seekers? They are the members of the Adult Sunday School Class of First
Presbyterian Church Port Charlotte. All are welcome to attend. We meet at 9:00 a.m. every
Sunday morning in the Parlor and close our class in time for the Church Service at 10:00 a.m.
In April, we continue the study of “Unvarnished Truth Life’s Greatest Story.”

Thursday, April 6 is a Meet and Eat at the Nav-A-Gator Grill. Gather at the church at
10:30 a.m. for car-pooling.
Friday, April 21 We will go see the Story of Moses performance in Wachula. Meet at the
church at 4:30 p.m. for car-pooling. The Show starts at 7:30 p.m. The admission is $22. We
expect to return after midnight.

THE NEW SIGN

The Building and Grounds Committee has been hard at work, not only moving us
forward in our truss repair, but also trimming some of our trees and removing the dead
ones on our property. The sign on the corner of Bahama Street and Hariet Street was due
to be rebuilt after standing tall for years, displaying our name. Thank you for your hard
work Buildings and Grounds Committee members.
CHURCH NIGHT SOCIAL
Wednesday, April 26th
5:30 p.m.
New Life Center
The Session is sponsoring this month’s Church Night Social and all are invited to join us
for a traditional potluck dinner. Dessert will be provided. Bring either a main or side
dish. There will be a short program following dinner.

APRIL ELEMENTARY SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sundays
Room 128
9:00 a.m.
What’s your favorite game? Monopoly? Jenga? Battleship? Chutes and Ladders? The youth had lots
of fun and PIZZA on Family Game night Monday, March 13th. Plan to join us the next time.
In Sunday School, the younger children will continue to learn about Jesus and his teachings during
this season of Lent.
April 2: John 11: 1-45 tells the story of Jesus’ good friend Lazarus. It is a story of changing sadness
into happiness and of friendship. Children will discuss what they think makes someone a good friend as
well as ways we can change sadness into happiness.
April 9: This lesson will focus on the events of Holy Week based on Matthew 21: 1-11; 26: 14-27;66.
Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem with palms and hosannas from the crowds, the story of the Last Supper,
the events in the garden of Gethsemane and Pilate’s asking the people to decide between Jesus and the
murderer Barabbas and finally the burial of Jesus in the tomb. The children will decorate a bag to take
home. Inside the bag will be strips of paper with an activity for the family to do each day to remember
the events of Holy Week.
April 16: After a review of Holy Week using pictures and reading Matthew 28: 1-10, the children will
act out the Easter morning story. We will also have special Easter activities including an Easter egg hunt.
April 23: Children will discuss the amazement of the disciples at the appearance of the risen Christ
based on John 20: 19-31. They will also design an “I Believe” t-shirt.
April 30: The children will hear the story of the disciples walking to Emmaus from Luke 24: 13-35
and how they recognized Jesus. The students will be asked to think of times they recognize Jesus in their
lives. There may also be time to do some baking!

FOOD PANTRY
Remember the story of Jesus feeding 5000 with 2 fish and 5 loaves? There were so many people;
people with needs and no matter how tired Jesus and his disciples may have been, Jesus had compassion
and didn’t turn them away. No matter how little food was available to meet the huge demand, Jesus
didn’t give up or let the doubtful give up in or get caught up in being overwhelmed. It was a holy
experience as Jesus took the little amount of food a boy provided and made it grow so that all would be
fed, have hope and experience the presence of God in their midst.
If you have ever driven past the church on a Tuesday when the Food Pantry is open, you might
glimpse a similar holy experience. People’s hunger needs are being met, as resources grow through
compassionate donations making it possible. Many of the clients leave with more hope, tangibly filling
bags with sustenance that will nourish their bodies and hope, spiritually filling their souls having
encountered the presence of God through the community of faith.
In February 2017, we gave out food to 158 households in the Parkside/ Deep Creek communities. We
served 224 adults ages 18 to 64, 87 children (under 18) and 128 people over the age of 65. We were open
on Wednesday evening and served 8 families. Two were new families so that Pantry is growing as the
need grows. Thank you for all of your donations, food, plastic bags, time and money. We appreciate
them all!

SMARTPHONE TIPS AND TRICKS
Sunday, April 2, 2017
11:15 a.m.
Conference Room
The Outreach Committee is offering a
smartphone drop-in training opportunity.
If you have a question about using your cell
phone, bring it to church then come by the
Conference Room after worship and ask your
questions. Youth and adults will be there to try
to answer your questions and help you better
understand how to use your phone.

KID’ BIBL
UDY
Tuesday Evenings
5:00 p.m.
New Life Center
Kid’s Bible Study continues to meet each week on Tuesday nights at 5 00 p.m. We have
been starting our time together playing some basketball, followed by a time of fellowship
while we have some snacks, and completing our time with a hands-on activity relating to a
Bible verse or passage.
In sticking with our theme of love, we recently read Romans 5:8, “But God proves his love
for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.” We did an activity that focused
on how God does show His love for us, and then elaborated with how others show their love
for us. In addition, we shared how we can show God and others our love too. We also talked
about what it meant that we were sinners and Christ died for us.

WORSHIP READINESS SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS
Students recently had a chance to make bread while learning more about what the bread and
juice represent when they are receiving Communion.
The students have also been learning the Lord’s Prayer in the Worship Readiness Class. We are
learning the words to the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples and what they mean.
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School in Punta Gorda and her future plans include
beginning college in the fall. She is considering pursuing
a career in Social Work, particularly after her experiences
here at church. Amina is a vital mentor and positive role
model for our younger participants at church, leading them
in Bible study, fellowship and service. She is also on the
Christian Education Committee and offers her wisdom,
creativity and joy. Amina occasionally helps lead worship
with liturgy and music. At the Session meeting, Terri Jo
said, “Amina is one of the most mature young people I
know, who can relate well with people of all ages; young
and the old.” We joyfully welcome Amina into our
covenant relationship as a member!

ADULT BIBLE STUDY
INTO THE WORLD: THE ACTS OF THE
APOSTLES
Wednesdays
5:30 p.m.
Conference Room
We will continue our Bible study of the book of Acts on Wednesday evenings in the
Conference Room. Mark Allen Powel writes:
The book of Acts has everything but dinosaurs. It’s got earthquakes, shipwrecks,
avenging angels, harrowing escapes, riots, murder plots, political intrigue, courtroom
drama, and so much more. The book of Acts tells the story of the early Christian
church with all the flair of an exciting adventure novel. Things start out rather calm
– constant prayer and some business to attend to – then the Holy Spirit comes roaring
into the room.
Catch the wind of the same spirit that brings renewed life to us today. We will look at key
personalities, review their activities, reflect on their meaning, and explore their message to
the Church today.

Holy Week Schedule
Palm Sunday
April 9, 2017
10:00 a.m.
Worship Service
with palm branch processional

Maundy Thursday
April 13, 2017
6:00 p.m.
Joint Worship Service
at Wintergarden Presbyterian Church
18305 Wintergarden Ave.

Good Friday
April 14, 2017
Noon
Joint Worship Service
At First Presbyterian Church Port Charlotte
with Wintergarden Pres. Church

Easter Sunday
April 16, 2017
6:45 a.m. Sunrise Service
9:00 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt
10:00 a.m. Traditional Service

SPOTLIGHT ON OUR MEMBERS
BRAD MESSICK
Who would have guessed that Brad Messick was a cook and baker for 12
years when he served in the US Navy? “I once baked and decorated a cake in
the image of the USS John F. Kennedy aircraft carrier. The admiral really
liked it,” Brad said.
Brad entered the Navy in October 1966 after graduating high school from
Interboro High School in Pennsylvania. He served as a cook shore side and on
carriers, destroyers and “tenders.” Brad explained that tenders are boats that
deliver supplies to other boats and ships.
After his stint in the Navy, Brad worked security for more than 20 years for
two different security companies.
Brad isn’t originally from this area. He was born in New York. “I was born near the Canadian
border and just kept moving south. My father was a minister and we moved where he was assigned,”
he said. From New York they moved to Pennsylvania. He married his wife, Dottie and they lived in
Delaware where Dottie had lived.
Dottie and Brad met while they both belonged to the Radio Emergency Communication
Association. Brad was president of that organization for 17 years. Dottie and Brad knew each other
for seven years before they started to date. “Dottie was my base station when I was on patrol. We got
married in 1987,” he explained.
Dottie and Brad joined the Middletown, PA Presbyterian Church in 1987. They have eight
children from previous marriages. Also, they have seven grandchildren and five great grandchildren.
All of them still live up north.
Brad and Dottie came to Port Charlotte in 1998 from Delaware for vacation and to visit Brad’s
friend from the Navy. They loved the area. Brad was able to transfer to Port Charlotte with his
security company so they returned to take up residence here. They found housing immediately and
they still live in the same house. Brad and Dottie joined FPCPC in 1999 by transferring their
membership from the Pennsylvania church.
You can see Brad helping out at just about every church event. “I love helping the people for
functions at the church. I love the work for the Lord’s house,” he said. Brad has been president of the
choir for 17 years. He has served as an Elder for four years and is the director of the veterans group.
Brad does the set up for communion and the scheduling of servers. Along with Jack Leonard, Brad
works the sound systems for the church service and other events. Brad and Jack built the media booth
together.
Brad is currently preparing the grounds for Easter by trimming the palms and picking up debris. “I
want the grounds to look especially nice for Easter,” he said. Outside of church, Brad has volunteered
the past two years to play Santa Claus for the Parkside Community Santa Claus Run. Last year, the
group gave out 300 gifts to children in the Parkside community. “It makes me feel good to give gifts
to children who probably wouldn’t get anything for Christmas,” he said. A life lesson Brad has
learned is to be grateful. “Every day I wake up and thank God I am not looking over somebody’s
shoulder reading my own obituary. I want to continue to work, especially the Lord’s work,” he
concluded.
By Kathy Bruyere

MARCH 2017 SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS















Youth Amina Lee was joyfully received into church membership by Profession of
Faith.
Elders were trained by Charmaine Ponkratz on how to lead effective committee
meetings.
Our church will be hosting a Presbytery-Wide event on May 2nd about Safe Churches.
We currently have 158 Active Members and 8 Affiliate Members.
The 2017 Budget has been approved by Session.
February 2017 Income was $31,938.78 and Expenses were $26,318.89
The Thrift Store which has been offered at our church on Saturdays has closed.
We have raised the funds to repair the truss in the New Life Center and construction
will begin soon.
The Sunday School curriculum has been approved for the Elementary & Worship
Readiness classes.
On Easter Sunday, April 16, the Sunrise Service is at 6:45 a.m. in the Memorial
Gardens, and the Traditional Service is at 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary.
An Easter Egg hunt will take place on Easter Morning during the 9:00 a.m. Sunday
School hour for children & youth.
The “Hands Across the Harbor” recently donated food for our pantry.
A Technology Training event will take place on April 2nd after the Worship
Service. The topic will focus on basic skills for operating a cell phone and all are
invited.

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEEETING/CORPORATION HIGHLIGHTS


The 2017 Nominating Committee is comprised of the following 5 members:
Ron Smith (Elder), Ambrose Woods (Elder), Dottie Messick (Deacon), Theresa
Rucker (Member at Large), and Natalie Wannamaker (Member at Large)
 The 2017 Trustees are as follows:
Richard Lund (President), Ron Smith (Vice President), Ambrose Woods
(Treasurer), Sandy Asaro (Secretary), Bob Hull (Member at Large, Class of
2017), and Clarence Diersing (Member at Large, Class of 2018)
2016 End of Year Financials, 2016 Committee Reports, and 2017 Budget were present.
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TO:

The Mission of First Presbyterian Church of Port Charlotte is:
To be a beacon in the community by leading all people into a life changing,
ever growing relationship with Jesus Christ.
Ministry Staff
Rev. Terri Jo Crego, Pastor

pastor@fpcpc.com

Betty Smith, Financial Secretary

bsmith@fpcpc.com

Tanga Killian, Church Secretary

tanga@fpcpc.com

Jack Leonard, Facilities Manager

jleonard@fpcpc.com

Lamont “Butch” Rotert, Custodian
Judy Prier, Organist

judyprier@comcast.net

Jeff Webster, Media Tech

jwebmay80@gmail.com

Joan Byron, Music Director

Jfbyron@comcast.net

Session
Class of 2017: Sandy Asaro, Rebekah Baird , Ambrose Woods
Class of 2018: Barbara Danylak, Nancy Sharpless, Ron Smith
Class of 2019: Joan Barry, Gail Gamble, Richard Lund

Deacons
Class of 2017: Doris Coddington, Dottie Messick, Don Phillips, Elaine Woods
Class of 2018: Dottie Gamble, Pauline Paquin, Laverne Sinkia, Donald Whitmarsh
Class of 2019: Andy Buell, Clarence Diersing, Addie Schaad, Diane Schmidt

Trustees
Richard Lund (President), Ambrose Woods (Treasurer)
Sandy Asaro (Secretary), Ron Smith (Finance Committee Elder)
Class of 2017: Bob Hull (Member at Large)
Class of 2018: Clarence Diersing (Member at Large)

Easter Greetings
Churches across the country (and in other places in the world)
almost all begin their Easter Sunday with:
Alleluia! He has risen! He has risen indeed!
It is the traditional Easter greeting given as the leader joyfully
proclaims the good news that is theologically at the center of
our faith: Jesus Christ has risen!
The congregation exuberantly responds to the good news saying, “He has risen indeed!” In
some countries, the greeting is followed by three kisses of peace on the cheek; but that tradition
wasn’t passed on to many of our western protestant churches (thankfully, some of you may add).
The greeting is based on the Jesus’ resurrected appearance to Simon Peter in a quiet, nontriumphal way (Luke 24:34). The alleluia resounded, but there were no trumpet fanfares at the
time. There were no Easter bells peeling. There wasn’t an organ playing “Jesus Christ is Risen
Today” motivating us to stand and sing with our whole being. But a new song of Alleluia was
being written in the quiet of the garden.
Sometimes, perhaps our alleluias are most authentically expressed in the simple, everyday
contexts of our lives; in ways that spring to life, leaving behind ALL that was dead or
cumbersome – leaving behind all that held us back….and we walk on….forever changed with a
story to tell that has been woven into our own.
Paul Hooker, a friend and former colleague writes,
“perhaps, the truest proclamation of Easter is not triumphal-ist
…… but understated,
not ponderous…..
…….. but quietly quickened.”
As we prepare for Easter in the remaining days of Lent, may we find non-distractive times to
clear our minds and our hearts, our ears and our eyes, that we might let go of all that deadens us
and embrace God’s promises, seeing, hearing, knowing, believing and being quickened to new
abundant life.
As we face death, whether our own or that of a loved one, we can now trust that one day….one
day….we too will have life again. As we face brokenness, we can now trust that one day…..one
day….we will be whole again. As we face sorrow, loneliness, and barrenness, we can now trust
that we too will one day…..one day, find joy again, community and be filled.
That is good news! And whether we proclaim our authentic alleluias with a loud trumpet, or

we say them in the quiet of the night, we can be confident that God hears us, loves us and
that Christ’s resurrection is for us too.
Jesus Christ has risen…….
Rev. Terri Jo Crego

